
Central 
Florida 
Regional 
Planning 
Council 

Serving A lachua 

Bradford • Columbia 

D ixie • G ilchrist • Hamilton 

Lafayette • Levy • Madison 

Suwannee • Taylor • Union Counties 

2009 N W 67th P lace, Gainesville, FL 32653-1 603 • 352. 955. 2200 

MEETING NOTICE 

CLEARINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 

MEETING TIME 6:15 P. M. 

There will be a meeting of the Clearinghouse Committee of the North Central 
Florida Regional Planning Council on May 28, 2026. The meeting will be a 
hybrid meeting in-person at the Drury Inn and Suites, Orange Blossom 
Room/Sweetwater Room, 4000 Southwest 40th Boulevard, Gainesville, 
Florida, and via Communications Media Technology at 6:15 p.m. 

DIAL IN NUMBER: Toll Free 1.888.585.9008 

CONFERENCE CODE: 381777570 

Dedicated to improving the quality of li fe of the Region's citizens, 
by enhancing publ ic safety, protecting reg ional resources, 

promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments. 
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Drury Inn & Suites 
4000 SW 40th Boulevard 
Gainesville, FL 32608 

Directions: From the intersection (exit 384) of Interstate 75 
an dl State Road, 24 (a lso known as Archer Road) turn , 
East onto State Road 24 (also known as Archer Road), 
travel approximately 0. 3 miles, turn rig ht (South) onto 
svv 40th Blvd. and Drury Inn & Suites will be on the right, 
on the Western side of SW 40th Blvd. 
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AGENDA 
CLEARINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 

May 28, 2026 
6:15 p.m. 

4000 Southwest 40th Boulevard 
Gainesville, Florida and 
Via Communications Media Technology 

PAGE NO. 

I. 

II. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 23, 2026 MEETING MINUTES 

3 

5 

III. COMMITTEE-LEVEL REVIEW ITEMS 

Comprehensive Plan Amendments 

#27 - Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Draft Amendment (FC No. 26-lESR) 7 
#28 - Town of White Springs Comprehensive Plan Adopted Amendment (FC No. 25-lER) 17 
#29 - City of Newberry Comprehensive Plan Draft Amendment (FC No. 26-3ESR) 33 
#30 - City of Newberry Comprehensive Plan Draft Amendment (FC No. 26-4ESR) 41 
#31 - Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Draft Amendment (FC No. 26-2ER) 49 

IV. STAFF-LEVEL REVIEW ITEMS -

#32 - City of Lake Butler - Community Development Block Grant - #26DB-N10 
Neighborhood Rehabilitation - Environmental Review 

#33 - Town of Cross City - Community Development Block Grant - #MS038 
Disaster Recovery - Environmental Review 

#34 - Town of Cross City- Community Development Block Grant - #JvIS046 

Disaster Recovery - Environmental Review 

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

111 

119 

127 

The Committee welcomes you to this meeting. This time is set aside for our citizens and general 
public to address the Committee. If you would like to address the Committee, please complete a 
form, come forward when you are called, and state your name for the record. Please also limit your 
comments to not more than three minutes. Your participation is welcomed. 

v:\chouse\meeting\agendas\2026\agenda.260528.docx 

Dedicated to improvin g the qua lity of life of the Reg ion's citizens, 
by enhancing public safety, protecting regional resources, 
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NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 
CLEARINGHOUSE COMMITTEE 

Hybrid Meeting 
Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites 
213 Southwest Commerce Boulevard 
Lake City, Florida and 
Via Communications Media Technology 

MEMBERS PRESENT IN PERSON 

James Caiter Jr. 
Don Hale 
James Howell 
Diane Land1y 
Marihelen Wheeler 

MEMBERS PRESENT VIA 
MEDIA TECHNOLOGY 
COMMUNICATIONS 
FOR QUORUM 

Melissa Hendrix 

COMMUNICATIONS 
MEDIA TECHNOLOGY 
(NOT FOR QUORUM) 

None 

MINUTES 

April 23, 2026 
6:00 p.m. 

MEMBERS ABSENT 

Kirk Marhefka 
Daniel Riddick, Vice-Chair 
Jody Stephenson 

STAFF PRESENT 

Lynn Franson - In-Person 
Scott Koons - In-Person 

In the absence of the Chair and Vice-Chair, Scott Koons, Executive Director, noting a quorum being 
present convened the meeting at 6:23 p.m. 

ACTION: It was moved by Commissioner Wheeler and seconded by Vice-Mayor Landry, 
elect Councilman James Carter Jr. as Acting Chair for the meeting. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

I. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Acting Chair Caiter requested approval of the agenda as presented. 

ACTION: It was moved by Commissioner Wheeler and seconded by Commissioner Hale, 
to approve the April 23, 2026 Clearinghouse Committee Agenda as presented. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

II. APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 26, 2026 MEETING MINUTES 

ACTION: It was moved by Commissioner Wheeler and seconded by Commissioner Hale, 
to approve the March 26, 2026 Clearinghouse Committee meeting minutes 
as circulated. The motion carried unanimously. 

II. 
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Clearinghouse Committee Minutes 
April 23, 2026 
Page 2 

III. COMMITTEE-LEVEL REVIEW ITEMS 

#23 - City of Newberry Comprehensive Plan Draft Amendment (FC No. 26-lESR) 
#24 - City of Newberry Comprehensive Plan Draft Amendment (FC No. 26-2ESR15 
#25 - Town of Bronson Comprehensive Plan Draft Amendment (FC No. 26-lESR) 
#26- City of Waldo Comprehensive Plan Draft Amendment (FC No. 26-lESR) 

ACTION: It was moved by Commissioner Wheeler and seconded by Vice-Mayor Landry, 
to group Committee-Level Review Items #23, #24, #25 and #26 for purpose of review. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

Chair Howell joined the meeting at this time. 

Mr. Koons stated that the staff rep01ts for Items #23, #24, #25 and #26 find the comprehensive 
plans, as amended, are not anticipated to result in significant adverse impacts to Natural 
Resources of Regional Significance, regional facilities or adjoining local governments. 

ACTION: It was moved by Councilman Carter and seconded by Vice-Mayor Landry, 
to recommend that the Council approve the staff reports for Items #23, #24, #25 and 
#26 as circulated. The motion carried unanimously. 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 

The meeting adjourned at 6:33 p.m. 

James Howell, Chair 

v:lchouselminutes\20261260423. minutes. docx 
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#27 
FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01 

Regional Planning Council: No1th Central Fl 
Review Date: 5/28/26 
Amendment Type: Draft Amendment 

Regional Planning Council Item No.: 27 
Local Government: Alachua County 
Local Government Item No.: Z 26-000002 
State Land Planning Agency Item No.: 26-1 ESR 

Date Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency:S/29/26 (estimated) 

Pursuant to Section 163 .3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of local government comprehensive plan 
amendments is limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities identified in the strategic 
regional policy plan and extrajurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the comprehensive 
plan of any affected local government within the region. A written repo11 containing an evaluation of 
these impacts, pursuant to Section 163 .3184, Florida Statutes, is to be provided to the local government 
and the state land planning agency within 30 calendar days ofreceipt of the amendment. 

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT 

County item Z 26-000002 reclassifies approximately 5 80 acres of land from Rural/ Agriculture (up to 1 
dwellin unit er 5 acres to Universi of Florida Golflnstitutional (see attached . 

1. ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND FACILITIES 
IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN 

The subject property is located within one-half mile of State Road 24, which is identified as pa11 of the 
Regional Road Network as mapped in the N01th Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan. 
However, significant adverse transportation impacts to the Regional Road Network are not anticipated as 
the amendment does not result in an increase in density and only a limited increase in intensity. 

The subject prope1ty is not located within a Natural Resource of Regional Significance, as identified and 
mapped in the No1th Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan. Therefore, significant adverse 
impacts are not anticipated as the amendment. 

2. EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMP ACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION 

The County Comprehensive Plan, as amended, is not anticipated to create significant adverse impacts to 
ad'oinin local overnments. 

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment? Yes_x __ 

It is recommended that these findings be forwarded to the Not Applicable 
County and the Florida Department of Commerce. 

v: \alachua county\2026\alco.26. l .esr.txt\alco_26-I esr.docx 
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EXCERPTS FROM THE 
COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT 

v:\alachua county\2026\alco.26. I .esr.txt\alco_26-l esr.docx 
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Background 
The parcel that is the subject of this application, 04492-001-001, is approximtely 580 acres 
in size and owned by the applicant, University of Florida (UF) Foundation, Inc. It is one 
component of a larger approximately 4,000 acre section of land known as the Hickory Sink 
Special Area Study (SAS) accepted by the Alachua Couny Board of County Commissioners in 
November 2023. As accepted by the Board, this large area (see map below) is comprised of 
two 'phases' or sections: Phase 1 is owned by the UF Foundation and the subject of this land 
use amendment, Phase 2 is the remainder of the area and includes properties that have since 
been acquired by the University of Florida, and properties that have been retained by the Lee 
family. 

i=> Ovonill SAi ,.roJect Boundary 

SAf' f'llllH 1 

' IQ! SAP Futut• Ph•••• 

O co111etv1111ort Mar1a.-ment Ar•• 

Map 1 - Excerpt of Proposed Hickory Sink Special Area Study Map (Map Fl 7a) 

The entirety of the SAS lies outside the Urban Cluster Line adopted as part of the Alachua 
County Comprehensive Plan (Plan) . As such, any proposed development will be required 
to adopt goals, objectives and policies along with proposed map changes specific to the SAS. 
The owner for Phase 1 (UF Foundation) is submitting an application for a large-scale land 
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use amendment along with proposed policies for its 580 acre parcel. The intent is to 
establish a UF Golf Institutional land use designation on the parcel (see map below) and 
would include adoption of 3 maps included in Appendix A. Additionally, the application 
proposes policies for implementation of a portion of the Special Area Study that would 
permit development as a golf course along with ancillary uses connected to the course such 
as a club facility, collegiate team facilities, residential cottages and teaching areas included 
in Appendix 8. The proposed map amendments, along with the proposed policy additions, 
implement the Special Area Plan following the Special Area Study. 

Map 2 - Excerpt of Proposed Land Use Map (Map Fl 7b) 

Should the comprehensive plan amendment be adopted, an associated Planned 
Development (PD) district implementing the proposed policies is also concurrently being 
submitted for consideration by the Board (Z26-000004). 

Site description 

The parcel that is the subject of this request is approximately 580 acres in size and is 
located on the east side of SW 12znct Street (Parker Road) south of Myra Terwilliger 

4 
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Map 4. Aerial of subject property and surrounding area 

-Alachua County 
Future Land Use 

Ri .. ralJAon:u1W1e 
c:::J UrbanC/u~er 
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RuralfAgriculturc 
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Map 5. Current Future land Use Designation of subject property and surrounding area 
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#28 

FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01 

Regional Planning Council: North Central Fl 
Review Date: 5/28/26 
Amendment Type: Adopted Amendment 

Regional Planning Council Item No. 28 
Local Government: Town of White Springs 
Local Government Item No.: NIA 
State Land Planning Agency Item No.: 25-lER 

Date Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: 5/29/26 (estimated) 

Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of local government comprehensive plan 
amendmentsis limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities identified in the strategic 
regional policy plan and extrajurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the comprehensive 
plan of any affected local government within the region.A written report containing an evaluation of these 
impacts, pursuant to Section 163 .3184, Florida Statutes, is to be provided to the local government and the 
state land planning agency within 30 calendar days of receipt of the amendment. 

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT 

The Town is amending the text of the Town Comprehensive Plan based on an evaluation completed by 
the Town to reflect changes in state requirements pursuant to Section 163 .3191, Florida Statutes. More 
specifically, the amendment amends the text of the Town Comprehensive Plan by adding a Property 
Rights Element (see attached). 

1. ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND FACILITIES 
IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN 

The Town is bisected by U.S. Highway 41 which is identified and mapped in the Strategic Regional 
Policy Plan as Regional Transpotiation Facilities. Nevertheless, significant adverse impacts are not 
anticipated to occur to these regional roads as a result of the amendment since the amendment does not 
result in an increase in intensity or density of use. 

Regional Ecological Greenway, Natural Resources of Regional Significance, as identified and mapped in 
the Strategic Regional Policy Plan, is located in the Town. Neve1theless, significant adverse impacts are 
not anticipated to occur to Natural Resources of Regional Significance, as the amendment does not result 
in an increase in intensity or density of use. 

2. EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMP ACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION 

The Town Comprehensive Plan, as amended, is not anticipated to create significant adverse impacts to 
ad"oinin local overnments. 

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment? Yes 
--- No ___ _ 

It is recommended that these findings be forwarded to the Town 
and Florida Depattment of Commerce. Not Applicable x 

v:\white springs\whspgs 25-J er.fin\whspgs 25-ler.fin.docx 
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EXCERPTS FROM THE 
TOWN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT 

v:\white springs\whspgs 25-1 er.fin\whspgs 25-1 er.fin.docx 
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II 

TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT 

INTRODUCTION 

A traffic circulation system which provides for the safe and efficient movement of people 
and goods is needed to support existing and future development. The purpose of this 
plan element is to identify the types, locations and extent of existing and proposed major 
thoroughfares and transportation routes in the Town and establish a framework for 

making policy decisions in planning for future transportation needs. The data collected 
for this plan element and analysis of this data, contained in the Data and Analysis 

document, are not part of this plan element, but serve to provide a foundation and basis 
for this portion of the Comprehensive Plan. 

The Traffic Circulation Element is closely related to the Future Land Use Element. This is 
due to the inherent two-way relationship between land use and transportation. Land use 
patterns directly affect the demand for transportation facilities, with more intensive land 
uses generating more traffic and requiring greater degrees of accessibility. Conversely, 
the transportation network affects land use in that access provided by transportation 
facilities (existing or proposed) influences the use of land located adjacent to these 
facilities. 

In addition to the Future Land Use Element, the Traffic Circulation Element is 
coordinated and cons istent with the remaining plan elements. Further, the Town's traffic 
circulation system does not stop at political boundaries. Therefore, coordination 
between other local governments is a necessary prerequisite to a functional traffic 
circulation system. The goal, objectives, and policies of the Intergovernmental 
Coordination Element establish guidelines to be followed which provide for coordination 
between various governmental entities. 

The following goal, objectives, and policies of this plan element are intended to serve as 
the plan for traffic circulation needs. The objectives and policies herein provide a basis 
for addressing transportation needs within the Town. 

TRAFFIC CIRCULATIONTRANSPORTATION GOAL. OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES 

GOAL II- PROVIDE FOB A TRAFFIC CIRCULATION SYSTEM WH ICH SERVES EXISTING 
AND FUTURE LAND USES. 

OBJECTIVE 11.1 The Town shall ensure a safe, convenient, and efficient level 
of service standard which shall be maintained for all 
motorized and non-motorized transportation systems. 

Page I 15 
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Policy 11.1.2. 

Policy 11.1.3. 

Policy 11.1.4. 

Policy 11.1.1 Establish Level of Service Standard at 
peak hour as defined •within the Florida Department of 
Transportation "2013 2023 FOOT Multimodal 
Quality/Level of Service I land book" for the following 
roadway segments within the Town. 

+.-U.S. 41 (from '#hite Springs east limits to White 
Springs north limits), Level of Service "C", 

~County Road 135 (from VVhite Springs east limits to 
U.S. 41 ), Level of Service "C", and 

~State Road 136 (from Suvvannee River to U.S. 41 ), 
Level of Service "C". 

4:-All otner road'17vay segn 1ents, Level of Service "D". 

The Town officially rescinds transportation concurrency 
requirements. The town will work with Hamilton County and 
the Florida Department of Transportation to continue using 
Small County Outreach Program (SCOP) funds to resurface 
and expand Local streets, pave roads. build sidewalks and 
crosswalks near civic and recreational nodes. 

The Town-shall implement.provisions to control the 
number and frequency of connections and access 
points of driveways and roads to arterial and collector 
roads, consistent with FOOT access management 
requirements. 

The Town-shall require the provision of safe and 
convenient off-street parking and Loading standards, 
which includes the provision for non-motorized 
vehic le parking. 

The Town-shall require, for any development which is 
required to provide a site plan or any development requiring 
platting, additional right-of-way width for bicycle and 
pedestrian ways to be provided for all proposed collector 
and arterial roadways, as integrated or parallel 
transportation facilities. 

Page I 16 
2-19-26 Draft for Comprehensive Plan Committee Review 
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OBJECTIVE ttll.2 

Policy 11.2.1 

Policy 11.2.2 

The Town shall require that all traffic circulation 
improvements be consistent with and complement the 
future land uses on the future land use plan map. 
The Town shall, as part of the capital improvement 
scheduling of roadway improvements, review all proposed 
roadway improvements to determine if such improvement 
will further the direction of the future Land Use Plan 
Element. Where the roadway is operated and maintained 
by another jurisdictional authority, the Town shall notify 
such jurisdiction, in writing, if any identified roadway 
improvement plans are not consistent with the provisions 
of the future land use plan element. 

In accordance with Section 163.3180, F.S., 
proportionate Fair Share Cost for Proposed New 
Developments - An applicant shall not be held responsible 
for the additional cost of reducing or eliminating 
deficiencies. When an applicant contributes or constructs 
its proportionate share pursuant to this policy, the Town 
may not require payment or construction of transportation 
facilities whose costs would be greater than a 
development's proportionate share of the improvements 
necessary to mitigate the development's impacts. The 
proportionate-share contribution shall be calculated based 
upon the number of trips from the proposed development 
expected to reach roadways during the peak hour from the 
stage or phase being approved, divided by the change in the 
peak hour maximum service volume of roadways resulting 
from construction of an improvement necessary to 
maintain or achieve the adopted level of service, multiplied 
by the construction cost, at the time of development 
payment, of the improvement necessary to maintain or 
achieve the adopted level of service. 

In using the proportionate-share formula provided in this 
policy, the applicant, in its traffic analysis, shall identify those 
roads or facilities that have a transportation deficiency in 
accordance with the transportation deficiency as defined in 
this policy. The proportionate-share formula provided in this 
policy shall be applied only to those facilities that are 
determined to be significantly impacted by the project traffic 
under review. If any road is determined to be transportation 
deficient without the project traffic under review, the costs of 
correcting that deficiency shall be removed from the 

Page 117 
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project's proportionate-share calculation and the necessary 
transportation improvements to correct that deficiency shall 
be considered to be in place for purposes of the 
proportionate-share calculation. The improvement 
necessary to connect the transportation deficiency is the 
funding responsibility of the entity that has maintenance 
responsibility for the facility. The development's 
proportionate share shall be calculated only for the needed 
transportation improvements that are greater than the 
identified deficiency. 

When the provisions of this policy have been satisfied for a 
particular stage or phase of development, all transportation 
impacts from that stage or phase for which mitigation was 
required and provided shall be deemed fully mitigated in any 
transportation analysis for a subsequent stage or phase of 
development. 

Trips from a previous stage or phase that did not result in 
impacts for which mitigation was required or provided may 
be cumulatively analyzed vvith trips from a subsequent 
stage or phase to determine whether an impact requires 
mitigation for the subsequent stage or phase. 

The applicant shall receive credit on a dollar-for-dollar basis 
for impact fees, mobility fees, and other transportation 
concurrency mitigation requirements paid or payable in the 
future for the project. The credit shall be reduced up to 20 
percent by the percentage share that the project's traffic 
represents of the added capacity of the selected 
improvement, or by the amount specified by local ordinance, 
whichever yields the greater credit. 

This policy does not require the Town to approve a 
development that, for reasons other than transportation 
impacts, is not qualified for approval pursuant to the 
comprehensive plan and land development regulations. As 
used in this policy, the term "transportation deficiency" 
means a facility or facilities on which the town engineer 
finds using FOOT required traffic safety standards requires 
the existing or new roadway to be improved as a result of the 
impacts created by the development. adopted level-of­
service standard is exceeded by the existing, committed, 
and ·11ested trips, plus additional projected background 

Page I 18 
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OBJECTIVE 11.3 

Policy 11.3.1. 

OBJECTIVE 11.4 

Policy 11 .4.1 

trips from any source other than the development project 
under review, and trips that are forecast by established 
traffic standards, including traffic modeling, consistent •with 
the University of Florida's Bureau of Economic and 
Business Research medium population projections. 
Additional projected background trips are to be coincident 
vvith the particular stage or phase of development under 
review. 

The Town shall coordinate its ffaffie 
circulationtransportation planning efforts with the Florida 
Department of Transportation for consistency with the 
Department's 5-year Transportation Plan. 

The Town shall, during the capital improvements planning 
process for roadway improvements, review the proposed 
roadway improvements which will be completed as part of 
the implementation of the Florida Department of 
Transportation 5-Year Transportation Plan so that such 
capital project planning is complementary and consistent 
with the state roadway improvement planning. 

The Town shall provide for the protection of existing and 
future right of-ways from building encroachment by 
establishing and maintaining right-of-w·ay setback 
requirements for all structures along new or realigned 
collector and arterial roadways endeavor to work with the 
appropriate Federal, state and regional agencies to provide 
access to existing trails. 

The Supplementary District Regulations found within the 
Town's land development regulations shall include the 
follo"oving provisions which require all structures along all 
new or realigned arterial roadways to provide additional 
setbacks for the future need of additional right-of-way. 

All structures shall provide a minimum setback of one 
hundred fifty (150) feet as measured from the centerline 
of the right of way for new or realigned arterial roads. 

The Town shall work with appropriate federal agencies. 
Florida Department of Transportation. Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection. Florida Commerce. Florida 
Park Service and the Suwannee River Water Management 

Page I 19 
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District to connect the Suwannee River Greenway with the 
Florida Trail. 

Page 120 
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v 

CONSERVATION ELEMENT 

INTRODUCTION 

The following goal, objectives, and policies constitute the Conservation Element providing 
for the promotion of the conservation, use and protection of the Town's natural resources. 
The data collected for this plan element and analysis of this data contained in the Town's 
Data and Analysis document are not part of this plan element, but serve to provide a 
foundat ion and basis for the formu lation of th is portion of the Comprehensive Plan. 

Conservation uses are defined as activities within land areas designated for the purpose of 
conserving or protecting natural resources or environmental quality, and within this plan 
includes areas designated for such purposes as flood control, protection of quality or 
quantity of groundwater or surface water, floodplain management, or protection of 
vegetative communities or wildlife habitats. 

The Future Land Use Plan map addresses conservation future land use as defined above. 
The conservation future land use category shown on the Future Land Use Plan map 
identifies future conservation areas consisting of land within the Town that is anticipated to 
have planned management of a natural resource to prevent exploitation, destruction or 
neglect of that natural resource. At present there are no areas that have planned 
management of a natural resource within the Town. Therefore, until such time as there are 
areas that conserve a natural resource through the use of best management programs, this 
category although listed, will not be shown on the Future Land use Plan map. 

The Future Land Use Plan map series includes the identification of flood prone areas, 
wetlands, existing and planned waterwells, rivers, bays, lakes, and minerals and soils, 
wh ich are land cover features, but are not land uses. Therefore, although these natural 
resources are identified within the Future Land Use Plan map series, they are not 
designated on the Future Land Use Plan map as conservation areas. However, the 
constraints on future land uses of these natural resources are addressed in the following 
goal, objective and policy statements. 

CONSERVATION GOAL, OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES 

GOAL V-CONSERVE THE RESOURCES OF THE TOWN TO MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY OF 
NATURAL FUNCTIONS THROUGH APPROPRIATE USE AND PROTECTION. 

OBJECTIVE V.1 The Town shall protect air quality through the appropriate siting of 
development and associated public facilities by requiring landscape 
buffers and setbacks. 

Page I 29 
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POLICY V.1.1 

OBJECTIVE V.2 

Policy V.2.1 

Policy V.2.2 

Policy V.2.3 

Policy V.2.4 

Policy V.2.5 

Policy V.2.6 

Policy V.2. 7 

The Town-shall require that all appropriate air quality permits be 
obtained prior to the issuance of development orders, so that 
minimum air quality levels established by the State are maintained in 
the Town. 

The Town shall implement provisions of the Florida Division of 
ForestryForest Service best management practices to provide for the 
conservation, appropriate use, and protection of the quality and 
quantity of current and projected water sources, water recharge areas 
and potable water wells. 

The Town shall as part of the development review process require the 
coordination of development plans with the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection and the Water Management District to assist 
in monitoring uses which may impact the Town's current and projected 
water sources. 

The Town shall prohibit uses with:-in or adjacent to the water resources 
of the Town which would violate water quality anti-degradation rules 
established by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection. 

The Town shall identify and make recommendations, where 
appropriate, for the purchase of environmentally sensitive lands. 

The Town shall require a 35-foot natural buffer around all wetlands and 
prohibit the location of residential, commercial and industrial land 
uses within the buffer areas, but shall allow agriculture, silviculture 
and resource-based recreational activities within buffer areas subject 
to best management practices. 

The Town shall, through the development review process, require that 
post-development runoff rates and pollutant loads do not exceed pre­
development conditions. 

The Town shall require all new development to maintain the natural 
functions of environmentally sensitive areas, including but not limited 
to wetlands and 100-year floodplains so that the long term 
environmental integrity and economic and recreational value of these 
areas is maintained. 

The Town shall regulate development within 100-year floodplains in 
order to maintain the flood-carrying and flood storage capacities of the 
floodplains and reduce the risk of property damage and loss of life. 

Page I 30 
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Policy V.2.8 

Policy V.2.9 

Policy V.2.1 o 

Policy V.2.11 

Policy V.2.12 

Policy V.2.13 

Policy V.2.14 

OBIBCTIVE V.3 

The Town shall conserve wetlands through prohibiting any 
development or dredging and filling, which would significantly alter 
their natural functions and by only allowing non-intensive agricultural 
and silviculture operations consistent with the best management 
practices manual developed by the Florida Divisiofl of ForestryForest 
Service. 

The Town shall supP,ort the Water Management District in conducting 
water conservation programs. 

The Town shall comply with the plans of the Water Management 
District for the emergency conservation of water sources. 

The Town shall require a 35-foot regulated natural buffer adjacent to all 
perennial rivers, streams and creeks and prohibit the location of 
residential, commercial and industrial land uses within the buffer 
areas, but shall allow agriculture, silviculture and resource-based 
recreational activities within buffer areas subject to best management 
practices. 

The Town shall, as part of the development review process, limit 
development to low density and non-intensive uses in prime aquifer 
recharge areas, designated by the Water Management District, in order 
to maintain the natural features of these areas. 

The Town shall, as part of the development review process, require the 
maintenance of the quantity and quality of surface water runoff within 
freshwater stream to sink watersheds by prohibiting any development 
that may diminish or degrade the quality and quantity of surface water 
runoff within the Town. 

The Town as part of the development review process shall require that 
all hazardous waste generators properly manage their own wastes and 
require that new hazardous waste generators comply with all 
applicable federal and state permitting requirements before approving 
any development plans. 

The Town shall include stream bank protection and woodland 
improvement provisions as best management practices within the land 
development regulations for the conservation, appropriate use and 
protection of soils, minerals and native vegetative communities. 
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Policy V.3.1 

Policy V.3.2 

Policy V.3.3 

Policy V.3.4 

OBJECTIVE V.4 

Policy V.4.1 

Policy V.4.2 

PolicyV.4.3 

Policy V.4.4 

Policy V.4.5 

The Town shall require that any mining permit be coordinated with the 
Florida Department of Natural Resources so that mineral resources are 
conserved and used appropriately. 

The Town shall review topographic, hydrologic, and vegetative cover 
factors during the development review process in order to protect and 
conserve the natural functions of soils. 

The Town shall require within the development review process that 
multiple uses of forest resources be required to provide for recreation, 
wildlife habitat, watershed protection, erosion control and 
maintenance of water quality where appropriate. 

The Town shall cooperate with adjacent local governments and other 
governmental entities, research and interest groups to conserve and 
protect, from destruction by development activities, unique vegetative 
communities located within the Town and adjacent local government 
jurisdictions. 

The Town shall implement best management practices for the 
conservation, appropriate use, and protection of fisheries, wildlife and 
wildlife habitats. 

The Town shall cooperate with the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Game and Fresh \Nater Fish Commission in the 
monitoring and inventorying wildlife and wildlife habitats within the 
Town. 

The Town shall assist in the application of and compliance with all 
federal and state regulations pertaining to endangered and rare 
species. 

The Town shall consult with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission prior to the issuance 
of a development order where there is an indication that such issuance 
would result in an adverse impact to any endangered or rare species. 

The Town shall cooperate with the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection in the inventorying and monitoring of 
aquaculture activities within the Town. 

The Town shall address during the development review process the 
mitigation of development activities within environmentally sensitive 
areas so that the possible impacts created by the proposed 
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development activity will not significantly alter the natural functions of 
these significant natural resources, especially the natural reservations 
identified in the recreation and open space element of this 
Comprehensive Plan. 
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#29 
FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01 

Regional Planning Council: North Central Fl 
Review Date: 5/28/26 
Amendment Type: Draft Amendment 

Regional Planning Council Item No.: 29 
Local Government: City of Newberry 
Local Government Item No.: CPA 26-10 
State Land Planning Agency Item No.: 26-3ESR 

Date Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: 5/29/26 (estimated) 

Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of local government comprehensive plan 
amendments is limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities identified in the strategic 
regional policy plan and extrajurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the comprehensive 
plan of any affected local government within the region. A written repo11 containing an evaluation of 
these impacts, pursuant to Section 163 .3184, Florida Statutes, is to be provided to the local government 
and the state land planning agency within 30 calendar days ofreceipt of the amendment. 

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT 

City item CPA 26-10 reclassifies 40 acres of land from Agriculture (less than or equal to one dwelling 
unit er five acres to Public Facilities and Land see attached . 

1. ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND FACILITIES 
IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN 

The subject prope11y is located within one-half mile of the U.S. Highway 27/41 (State Road 45) pai1 of 
the Regional Road Network, identified and mapped in the No11h Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy 
Plan. 

Additionally, the subject prope11y is located within an Area of High Recharge Potential to the Floridan 
Aquifer, which is a Natural Resource of Regional Significance as identified and mapped in the No11h 
Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan. 

However, significant adverse impacts to regional facilities or Natural Resources of Regional Significance 
are not anticipated as the amendment will not result in an increase in density or intensity of use. 

2. EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMPACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION 

The City Comprehensive Plan, as amended, is not anticipated to create significant adverse impacts to 
ad'oinin local overnments. 

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment? Yes x 
----

It is recommended that these findings be forwarded to the City Not Applicable 
and Florida Depai1ment of Commerce. 

1 
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EXCERPTS FROM CITY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT 
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#30 
FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01 

Regional Planning Council: No1th Central Fl 
Review Date: 5/28/26 
Amendment Type: Draft Amendment 

Regional Planning Council Item No.: 30 
Local Government: City ofNewbeny 
Local Government Item No.: CPA 25-04 
State Land Planning Agency Item No.: 26-4ESR 

Date Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: 5/29/26 (estimated) 

Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of local government comprehensive plan 
amendments is limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities identified in the strategic 
regional policy plan and extrajurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the comprehensive 
plan of any affected local government within the region. A written rep01t containing an evaluation of 
these impacts, pursuant to Section 163 .3184, Florida Statutes, is to be provided to the local government 
and the state land planning agency within 30 calendar days of receipt of the amendment. 

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT 

City item CPA 25-04 reclassifies 225.29 acres of land from Mixed Use (Single Family: four dwelling 
units per acre and Multiple Family: 20 dwelling units per acre) to Residential, Medium Density (less than 
or equal to eight dwelling units per acre) (see attached). 

1. ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND FACILITIES 
IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN 

The subject prope1ty is located within one-half mile of U.S. Highway 27/41 (State Road 45) pa1t of the 
Regional Road Network, identified and mapped in the No1th Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy 
Plan. The proposed amendment will result in a decrease in density. Fmthermore, the City 
Comprehensive Plan contains objectives and policies which implement of one or more practices 
consistent with Transp01tation Planning Best Practices contained in the North Central Florida Strategic 
Regional Policy Plan. Regional Plan Transportation Element Policy 5.1.1 states that within 
municipalities where local government comprehensive plans contain goals and policies which implement 
Transpo1tation Planning Best Practices, adverse impacts to the Regional Road Network are adequately 
mitigated and local government plans and plan amendments are not subject to a Regional Planning 
Council determination of impacts to the Regional Road Network. Therefore, significant adverse 
transp01tation impacts to the Regional Road Network are adequately mitigated. 

Additionally, the subject prope1ty is located within an Area of High Recharge Potential to the Floridan 
Aquifer, which is a Natural Resource of Regional Significance as identified and mapped in the N01th 
Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan. However, significant adverse impacts to regional 
facilities or Natural Resources of Regional Significance are not anticipated as the amendment will result 
in a decrease in density of use. Also, the City Comprehensive Plan has adequate policy direction to 
mitigate adverse impacts to the Floridan Aquifer in a manner consistent with the goals and policies of the 
No1th Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy Plan. 

2. EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMP ACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION 

The City Comprehensive Plan, as amended, is not anticipated to create significant adverse impacts to 
ad"oinin local overnments. 

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment? Yes __ X__ No ___ _ 

It is recommended that these findings be forwarded to the City 
and Florida Depaitment of Commerce. Not Applicable 

1 
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EXCERPTS FROM CITY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT 
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#31 
FLORIDA REGIONAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT REVIEW FORM 01 

Regional Planning Council: North Central Fl 
Review Date: 5/28/26 
Amendment Type: Draft Amendment 

Regional Planning Council Item No.: 31 
Local Government: Alachua County 
Local Government Item No.: 226-000003 
State Land Planning Agency Item No.: 26-2ER 

Date Mailed to Local Government and State Land Planning Agency: 5/29/26 (estimated) 

Pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, Council review of local government comprehensive plan 
amendmentsis limited to adverse effects on regional resources and facilities identified in the strategic 
regional policy plan and extrajurisdictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the comprehensive 
plan of any affected local government within the region. A written rep01t containing an evaluation of 
these impacts, pursuant to Section 163 .3184, Florida Statutes, is to be provided to the local government 
and the state land planning agency within 30 calendar days ofreceipt of the amendment. 

DESCRIPTION OF AMENDMENT 

The County is amending the text and the Future Land Use Plan Map of the County Comprehensive Plan 
based on an evaluation completed by the County to reflect changes in state requirements pursuant to 
Section 163.3191 , Florida Statutes. More specifically, the amendment revises the text of the Land Use 
Element; the Transpo1tation Mobility Element; the Housing Element; the Potable Water and Sanitary 
Sewer Element; the Solid Waste Element; the Stonnwater Management Element; the Conservation and 
Open Space Element; the Recreation Element; the Intergovernmental Coordination Element; the Capital 
Improvements Element; the Economic Element; the Community Health Element; the Energy Element; 
and the Future Land Use Plan Map of the County Comprehensive Plan (see attached). 

1. ADVERSE EFFECTS TO SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL RESOURCES AND FACILITIES 
IDENTIFIED IN THE STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN 

The amendment does not result in an increase in intensity or density of uses. Therefore, significant 
adverse impacts are not anticipated to occur to the Regional Road Network or Natural Resources of 
Regional Significance, as identified and mapped in the North Central Florida Strategic Regional Policy 
Plan. 

2. EXTRAJURISDICTIONAL IMP ACTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS WITHIN THE REGION 

The County Comprehensive Plan, as amended, is not anticipated to create significant adverse impacts to 
ad'oinin local overnments. 

Request a copy of the adopted version of the amendment? Yes _ X __ 

It is recommended that these findings be forwarded to the Not Applicable 
County and the Florida Department of Commerce. 
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EXCERPTS FROM THE 
COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT 
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Return to Contents Page 

TRANSPORTATION MOBILITY ELEMENT 

Formatting Key: 

• Struck through text is proposed for deletion 

• Underlined text is proposed to be added 

• Regular text is currently adopted language 

GOAL 

Establish Achieve a multi-modal transportation system that provides mobility options for 

pedestrians, bicyclists, transit users, motorized-vehicle users, users of rail and aviation facilities, 

and is sensitive to the cultural and environmental amenities of Alachua County. 

AUTOMOBILE, BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION 

PRINCIPLE 1 

To establish and maintain a safe, convenient, and efficient transportation system for all users that 

is capable of moving people and goods throughout the County. 

PRINCIPLE 2 

To reduce~ vehicle miles of travel and per capita greenhouse gas emissions through the 

provision of mobility within compact, mixed-use, interconnected developments that promote 

walking and bicycling, allow for the internal capture of vehicular trips and provide the densities and 

intensities needed to support transit. 

PRINCIPLE3 

Discourage sprawl and encourage the efficient use of 1.andJn the Urban Cluster by directing new 

development and infrastructure to areas where mobility can be provided via multiple modes of 

transportation. 

PRINCIPLE4 

To repeal traF1sportatioF1 coF1curreF1cy aF1d provide for aF1 alternative to coF1veF1tioF1al traF1sportatioF1 

fuF1diF1g system that tBecognizes that automobile traffic congestion is accepted in growing urban 

areas, so long as viable alternative modes of transportation are provided that serve travel demand 

along congested corridors. CoF1gestioF1 a lo Fig some roadways is the tradeoff bet'vveeF1 addiFlg 

roadw·ay capacity OFI coF1gested corridors aF1d developiFlg aF1 iF1tercoF1F1ected Fletwork of roadways, 

bicycle aF1d pedestriaFI facilities aF1d rapid traF1sit facilities served by efficieFlt traF1sit service. 
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1.0 TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM CAPACITY ALACHUA COUNTY MOBILITY PLAN 

OBJECTIVE 1.1 Urban Transportation Mobility Districts 

Urban Transportation Mobility Districts encourage future land use and transportation patterns tt'lat 

empi'lasize mixed use, interconnected developments, promote 'tv·alking and biking, reduce vei'licle 

miles of travel and per capita greeni'louse gas emissions, and provide ti'le densities and intensities 

needed to support transit. 

Implement a Mobility Plan which seeks to accomplish the following: 

.(a)_ Provide an alternative to transportation concurrency . 

.(bl Provide fo r an efficient. safe, and interconnected mu ltimodal transportat ion 
system that equitab ly serves all users, 

.(.c.}_ Promote the use of multiple modes of transportation (automobile, transit, 
bicycle, and pedestrian), 

.(dl Promote compact development patterns within the Urban Cluster with 
interconnected mixed-use nodes at densities and intensities needed to 
support transit. 

.(.e.}_ Require new development to mitigate its impacts to the transportation 
system through payment of a Mobility Fee, 

.(f)_ Implement the 2040 Multimodal Transportation Capital Improvements 
Program as adopted in the Capital Improvements Element, and 

.(g)_ Encourage reductions in vehicle miles of travel per capita and per capita 
greenhouse gas emissions, and increases in non-automobile mode share, 
consistent with the Energy Element. 

Transportation Mobility within the Urban Cluster 

Policy 1. 1. 1 Ti'le Urban Cluster Area as identified on ti'le Future Land Use Map of ti'le 
Comprei'lensive Plan si'lall serve as ti'le boundary for ti'le Urban Transportation 
Mobility Districts. Urban Transportation Mobility Districts si'lall be establisi'led forti'le 
Norti'lwest, Soutfi·west and Eastern portions of ti'le Urban Cluster. 

Policy 1.1.z1 Urban Transportation Mobility Districts are The transportation system within the 
Urban Cluster shall be designed to support compact, mixed-use developments 
provided for in the Future Land Use Element by developing an interconnected multi­
modal tra nsportation system that reduces per capita greenhouse gas emissions by 
encouraging wa lking, bicycling and driving short distances between residential, 
reta il, office, educational, civic and institutional uses and utilizing transit to 
commute to regional employment, educational and entertainment destinations. 

Policy 1.1.-32 Ti'le intent of Urban Transportation Mobility Districts are. 
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f87-To The County shall provide for mobility within urbafl areas the Urban Cluster 
through the development of an interconnected network of: 

f-17 Lal Roadways that provide mu lt iple route choices, alternatives to the 
state road system and protect the Strategic lntermodal System (SIS). 

f27 .(.b.)_ Rapid Transit and Express Transit Corridors that connect mixed use 
Transit Oriented Developments, Traditional Neighborhood Developments 
and Act ivity Centers and facilitate effic ient and cost-effective transit 
service to regional employment, educational and entertainment 
destinations. 

(3) .(fil Bicycle lanes, sidewalks, and multi-use paths that connect 
residential, commercial, office, educational and recreation uses and 
provide mu lti-modal access to transit. 

fbt To recogflize that certaifl roadway corridors ·will be coflgested afld that 
coflgestiofl will be addressed by meafls other thafl solely addiflg capacity for 
motor vehicles afld maifltaifliflg roadway level of service Ofl those corridors. 

Policy 1.1.3 The County shall implement a multifaceted strategy to address traffic congestion 
within the Urban Cluster which focuses on increasing the availability of multi modal 
mobility options such as dedicated transit lanes. express transit service, park and 
ride facilities, multi-use paths, bicycle lanes, and sidewalks. When adding roadway 
capacity for motor vehicles, the County shall focus investment on road segments 
needed to fill in gaps and improve interconnectivity within the existing road network. 

ftj To utilize features of afl alternative mobilityfufldiflg system per F.S. 163.3180. 

fd7 Reduce vehicle miles of travel afld per capita greeflhouse gas emissiofls 
through compact, mixed use, ifltercoflflected developmeflts served by 
multiple modes of traflsportatiofl. 

Policy 1.1.4 The County shall seek to reduce per capita vehicle miles of travel and per capita 
greenhouse gas emissions through land use policies that promote compact, mixed­
use, interconnected developments served by multiple modes of transportation. 

fet Reduce sprawl afld eflcourage urbafl developmeflt by plaflfliflg afld 
coflstructiflg the flecessary iflfrastructure to meet the demaflds for bicycle, 
pedestriafl, traflsit afld motor vehicle mobility. 

Policy 1.1.5. The County shall seek to reduce sprawl and encourage urban development with in the 
Urban Cluster by planning and constructing the necessary infrastructure to meet the 
demands for bicycle, pedestrian, transit and motor vehicle mobility. 

ff} Reduce coflgestiOfl withifl the Urbafl Cluster by capturiflg trips from 
surroufldiflg rural areas, muflicipalities afld adjaceflt couflties through 
provisiofl of park afld ride facilities located withifl traflsit supportive 
developmeflts ifl the Urbafl Cluster served bytraflsit service that coflflects to 
regioflal employmeflt afld educatioflal destiflatiofls. 
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Policy 1.1.6 The County shall seek to reduce congestion within the Urban Cluster by capturing 
trips from surrounding rural areas, municipalities and adjacent counties through 
provision of park and ride facilities located within transit supportive developments in 
the Urban Cluster, served by transit service that connects to regional employment 
and educational destinations. 

tgt- To provide fer multi medal eross aeeess al'ld eel'll'leetivity withil'l al'ld 
betweel'l uses to el'leeurage vvalkil'lg al'ld bieyelil'lg al'ld reduee travel 
distal'lees al'ld impaet to eelleeter al'ld arterial roadways. 

Policy 1.1.7 To provide for multi-modal cross-access and connectivity within and between 
developments to encourage walking and bicycling and reduce travel distances and 
impact to collector and arterial roadways. 

Policy 1.1.4.8 Within the Urban Cluster, the County adopts multi-modal level of service (LOS) 
guidelines for the following: 

Level of Service 

(LOS) 
Standard of Measure 

Pedestrian B Based on Presence of a pedestrian facility 

Bicycle B Based on Presence of a bike lanes I paved shoulders 

Express Transit B Based on Peak Hour Frequency of 15 minutes or less 

Motor Vehicle* D Professiona lly Accepted Traffic Ana lys is 

* Guideline applies to Collector and Arterial Roads 

(a) In order to achieve the level of service guideline for pedestrians and bicyclists, the 
facility shall run the entire length of the roadway segment. A pedestrian facility shall 
be either a mu lti-use path on one (1) side of the roadway or sidewalks on both sides 
of the roadway. A multi-use path along a roadway shall result in a LOS B for bicyclists. 
The LOS for bicycle and pedestrian travel is the goal for all collector and arterial 
roadways within the Urban Cluster by 2040, not a standard that is intended to be 
achieved on an annual basis for each roadway. 

(b) Express Transit Service sha ll be provided for a minimum of two (2) hours during both 
the AM and PM peak periods. The LOS for Express Transit Service shall be a goal 
achieved within the Urban Cluster on each of the routes shown on the Express Transit 
Corridors map by 2030. The peak hour frequency for each route shall be a minimum 
of 30 minutes and may be increased to additional service to meet demand and 
maintain up to fifteen (15) minute headways based on the capacity and productivity 
of the service. 

(c) Within each Urbal'l Tral'lspertatiel'l Mobility Fee Benefit District, achievement of the 
LOS for all functionally classified roadways shall be based on an Areawide LOS. The 
Areawide LOS shall be determined by dividing the sum (zJ of tota l traffic by the sum 
m of the total maximum service volume at the adopted LOS guideline for all 
functionally classified roadways. 

Policy 1.1.5.9 Over the time horizon of the Comprehensive Plan, as the densities and intensities 
w ithin the Urban Cluster necessary to support transit are realized, the County shall 
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transition from providing new capital infrastructure for a multi-modal transportation 
network to providing frequent transit service along rapid transit corridors. The 
Tvo'enty (20) year Multi-Modal Transportation Capital Improvements Program in the 
Capital Improvements Element provides a schedule of the transition from 
development of the interconnected network to provision of transportation services. 

Policy 1.1.61.Q The Multi-Modal Infrastructure Projects in the Capital Improvements Element are 
identified to meet the adopted level of service guidelines and proactively address 
projected transportation needs from new development and redeve lopment within 
the Urban Cluster by 2040. 

Policy 1.1.61.Q.1 Updates of the Capital Improvements Element (CIE) shall include a roadway 
LOS analysis that demonstrates that the Areawide LOS for each Transportation 
Mobility Fee Benefit District is being achieved. Updates shall also demonstrate 
that progress is being made toward achieving the identified bicycle, pedestrian 
and transit LOS. To measure and evaluate the effectiveness of the Transportation 
Mobility Fee Benefit Districts policies, updates of the CIE shall also include a 
vehicle miles of travel (VMT) and mode share analysis for each Transportation 
Mobility District and the Urban Cluster. 

Policy 1.1.61.Q.2 Roadway capacity projects shall focus on the development of an 
interconnected network that provides alternatives to the State Road system, 
including the provision of additional lanes over Interstate 75. 

Policy 1.1.610.3 With the exception of Interstate 75, roadways shall be limited to no more than 
a total of four (4) through motor vehicle lanes. All new bridges over Interstate 75 
shall contain provisions for transit, bicycle lanes, sidewalks and/or multi-use 
paths. 

Policy 1.1.61.Q.4 The time frame for construction of the projects identified in the Capital 
Improvements Element is intended to be flex ible to address impact from 
development as it occurs. Should development activity increase, then the 
identified projects will be constructed earlier in the time period; conversely, 
should development activity be below normal rates, then the construction start 
dates will be pushed back to a later period. 

Policy 1.1.61.Q.5 The County intends to engage in Public/Private Partnerships to develop an 
interconnected roadway network in undeveloped and underdeveloped portions 
of the Urban Cluster to accommodate both the impact from development 
currently allowed in the Comprehensive Plan and traffic utilizing existing 
roadways. 

Policy 1.1.61.Q.6 Should the Areawide LOS for motor vehicles within a Transportation Mobility 
District fall below adopted LOS guideline, then the County shall as a part of its 
update to the Capital Improvements Element either identify additional motor 
vehicle capacity projects or additional bicycle, pedestrian and transit projects in 
order to provide enhanced mobility. 

Policy 1.1.61.Q.7 A network of corridors with dedicated transit lane(s) as shown on the Rapid 
Transit Corridors Map shall be developed to provide a sense of permanence and 
provide developers seeking to build Transit Oriented Development with the 
assurance that there is a commitment to transit. Dedicated Transit Lane(s) shall 
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connect transit supportive development with regional employment, educational 
and entertainment centers. The design of dedicated transit lanes (s) shall be 
done in consultation with RTS and FOOT on State Roadways. Rapid Transit 
Corridors may deviate slightly from the alignment shown to serve a Transit 
Oriented Development, Traditional Neighborhood Development or Activity 
Center. A Comprehensive Plan amendment shall be required to modify 
dedicated trans it lane(s) for transportation uses other than provision of transit 
service. 

Policy 1.1.6.lQ.8 Dedicated transit lane(s) shall be designed and constructed in conjunction 
with any new roadway projects consistent with the Rapid Transit Corridors map. 

Policy 1.1.6.lQ.9 The County shall coordinate the provision of park and ride facilities with 
transit supportive developments located along Rapid Transit Corridors 
consistent with the Capital Improvements Element and associated maps. 

Policy 1.1.61.Q.10 Bicycle and Pedestrian facilities shall be provided in accordance with 
Objective 1.6. 

Policy 1.1.61.Q.11 Large Scale Comprehensive Plan amendments to the Future Land Use Element 
or Map that result in a greater transportation impact shall require the entity 
requesting the amendment to demonstrate that the adopted LOS guidelines for 
the affected Urban Transportation Mobility Fee Benefit District are achieved and 
that additional required infrastructure is fully funded. Applicants may only 
include projects that are fully funded and scheduled to commence construction 
within one (1) year of approval of the Comprehensive Plan Amendment. 

Policy 1.1.610.12 Requests to expand the Urban Cluster Boundary, whether by public or private 
entities, shall require the entity to demonstrate that the adopted LOS guidelines 
for the affected Urban Transportation Mobility Fee Benefit District are achieved 
and that additional required infrastructure is fully funded. The entity shall also be 
required to construct or fully fund bicycle and pedestrian facilities necessary to 
achieve the adopted LOS from the proposed newly included properties to an 
existing facility or a logical terminus within the existing Urban Cluster Boundary. 
Applicants may only include projects that are fully funded and scheduled to 
commence construction within one (1) year of approval of the request to expand 
the Urban Cluster Boundary. This requirement is in addition to all other 
conditions of the Comprehensive Plan, including Policy 7.1.3 of the Future Land 
Use Element in order amend the Comprehensive Plan to the expand the Urban 
Cluster. 

Policy 1.1.6.lQ.13 For Annexations within the Urban Cluster the County shall coordinate with 
applicable jurisdictions to incorporate the transportation infrastructure 
improvements into the jurisdictions Capital Improvements Element. The County 
shall not expend any funds for transportation projects within annexed areas or to 
mitigate the impact of developments within municipalities, unless an 
intergovernmental agreement is established with the municipality to have 
developments fund their proportionate share of the cost to address the 
developments impact. 

Policy 1.1.6.14 Amendments to projects in tl'le Capital Improvements Element are permitted so 
long as it can be demonstrated tl'lat tl'le LOS standards can be meet and tl'lat tl'le 
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amendment is in keeping ·with providing mobility by multiple modes of 
transportation within tne Urban Cluster. 

Policy 1.1.77-11 The County shall implement a A mobility fee snail be adopted for the Urban Cluster 
and rural areas to ensure that a™ development funds mobility and fully mitigates 
its impact to the transportation system. 

(a) Development shall satisfy transportation impact mitigation obligations 
through payment of a mobility fee. 

(b) Modes of transportation to be addressed by the mobility fee shall be 
consistent with the modes identified in Policy 1.1.4.8. 

(c) The mobility fee should shall reflect the potential to reduce impact to the 
major roadway network through an increase in internal capture of trips and 
increase in pedestrian, bicycle and transit mode share from Transit Oriented 
Developments and Traditional Neighborhood Developments, including 
redevelopment of existing areas consistent with design requirements for 
such types of development . 

.(.d.). The mobility fee shall include separate east and west assessment areas as 
shown on Map 9 based on the need to fund the mobility projects identified in 
the Capital Improvements Element within those areas . 

.(_e)_ The mobility fee shall be based on three benefit districts as shown on Map 10 
which define where collected mobility fees will be expended. Mobility fees 
shall be spent on projects identified in the Capital Improvements Element. 

.(fl_ (Previously numbered as Policy 1. 1. 11, and moved here)- Developments may 
receive mobility fee credit for the construction of non-site related 
infrastructure, purchase of buses and funding of transit required in Policy 
1.1.401.4 . .(b.)_3. Where the cost of the required multi-modal improvements is 
greater than the multi-modal transportation fee, the Developer may seek 
reimbursement for the additional funds expended from a Community 
Development District (CDD)or Transportation Improvement District (TID) 
District. The Developer shall enter into a Development Agreement with the 
County to specify timing for the infrastructure projects and funding of transit 
service, mobility fee credit, development entitlements, and funding 
mechanisms. 

Policy 1.1.812 The following are internal street network requirements for all development within the 
Urban Cluster: 

(a) Developments are required to design and construct a continuous interconnected 
network designed to safely calm traffic and encourage walking and bicycling 
throughout the development. 

(b) Street design standards shall address narrow pavement and right-of-way widths, 
turning radii, on-street parking, and other design criteria for streets and alleys. 
Standards shall promote walking and biking, ensure safety for all users and allow for 
emergency access. 

(e) A eonneetivity index standard snail be developed to ensure ade~uate internal 
eonneetions as well as eonneetions to adjacent and nearby uses. Tne eonneetivity 
standards snail address eonneetivity for bieyeles, pedestrians, and motor venieles. 
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fdt (c) Stub-outs of the street network to adjacent parcels with development or 
redevelopment potential shall be provided. Provisions for future connections should 
be made in all directions whether streets are public or private, except where abutting 
land is undevelopable due to environmental or topographical constraints. To plan for 
future adaptive redevelopment of adjacent developed land, cross-access shall be 
provided even if a cross-access connection on the developed land does not currently 
exist. Cross-access connections shall be paved to the property boundary. All private 
streets shall provide full access to the general public. 

(d) Internal streets shall connect to stub-outs provided by adjacent developments. 

(e) Developments shall provide -a an interconnected pedestrian and bicycle 
circulation system that includes a network of multi-use paths throughout the 
development. The multi-use paths shall connect open space areas, adjacent 
developments, and existing or planned bicycle pedestrian facilities along 
collector and arterial roadways. 

(f) A developer shall be allowed to propose a plan to provide a network of shared 
or separate facilities to provide mobility through low speed electric vehicles. 
The plan shall address safety for all modes of transportation with particular 
attention paid to bicycle and pedestrian interactions. 

Policy 1.1.91.3 Roadways, dedicated transit lanes and trails identified in the Capital Improvements 
Element shall be constructed by the development where the facilities either run 
through or are contiguous with the development. 

Policy 1.1.4-6.1.A_ A development greater than 1,000 dwelling units or 350,000 sq ft of non-
residential uses shall be required to either: 

(a) Mitigate its proportionate share cost for all significant and adverse impacts to 
roadways, interstates, intersections and interchanges not addressed through the 
multi-modal transportation fee. Significant and adverse impacts to roadways, 
intersections, interstates and interchanges shall include all roadways where the 
development generates traffic that is five (5) percent or more of the Florida 
Department of Transportation Generalized Tables capacity at the adopted roadway 
level of service guideline. Adverse roadways are roadways that operate below that 
adopted roadway level of service guideline. The Florida Department ofTransportation 
shall be consulted on impacts to Strategic lntermodal System (SIS) facilities, or 

(b) Construct and fund multi-modal improvements, to the extent permitted by law, as 
described below (capital projects shall be consistent with the Capital Improvements 
Element): 

(1) Construct one of the following: 

a. Construct an overpass over Interstate 75 that accommodates at least 
three of the following modes of travel: walking, biking, driving or riding 
transit, or 

b. Construct two (2) miles of an off-site roadway capacity project, or 

c. Construct four (4) miles of single track or two (2) miles of dual track off­
site dedicated transit lanes. 

(2) Construct an off-site multi-use trail connecting two pedestrian generators. 
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(3) Fund four (4) hybrid or alternative fuel buses. 

(4) Construct a surface park and ride lot designed to accommodate a multi-story 
parking structure at a future date, the multi-story parking structure may be 
constructed in-lieu of the surface lot. 

(5) All projects, regardless of proximity to Interstate 75, shall be required to fund 
transit for a cumulative twenty (20) year period. The funding of transit shall be 
phased in such a manner to increase service frequency coincident with the 
construction of the development up to eventual 10 minute headways along 
Rapid Transit Corridors from the development site to a centrally located 
transit hub on the University of Florida Campus and the Eastside Activity 
Center. Timing of the commencement of transit service shall be scheduled 
to begin when there are sufficient users projected to utilize the service. 

Policy 1. 1. 11 below has been moved to the renumbered 1. 1. 11 (f) above. 

Policy 1.1.11 De·11elopmeflts may receive mobility fee credit for the coflstructiofl of Mfl site related 
iflfrastructure, purchase of buses afld fufldiflg of traflsit required ifl Policy 1.1.10.3. 
VVhere the cost of the required multi modal improvemeflts is greater th a fl the multi 
modal traflsportatiofl fee, the Developer may seek reimbursemeflt for the additioflal 
fuflds expeflded from a Commuflity Developmeflt District (CDD)or TraMportatiofl 
lmprovemeflt District (Tl D) District. The Developer shall eflter iflto a Develop me flt 
Agreemeflt with the Couflty to specify timiflg for the iflfrastructure projects afld 
fufldiflg oftraflsit service, mobility fee credit, developmeflt efltitlemeflts, afld fufldiflg 
mecha fl isms. 

Transportation Mobility in Rural Areas 

OBJECTIVE 1.2 - Rural Transportation Mobility Districts 

To protect and support agricultural activities, preserve the character of rural communities and 

encourage development in areas where iflfrastructure mobility can be provided in a financially 

feasible manner, the unincorporated area outside the Urban Cluster as idefltified ifl the 

CompreheflSive Plafl shall be subject to the following policies for mobility within rural areas 

established as Rural TraflsportatiOfl Mobility Districts. Developments within Rural Traflsportatiofl 

Mobility Districts rural areas are required to mitigate impacts to roadways the transportation system 

within the Rural afld Urbafl TraflsportatiOfl Mobility Districts as established in the adopted Mobility 

Fee. 

Policy 1.2.1 Alachua County sttatt adopt.s. the following level of service guidelines based on daily 
traffic for functionally classified roadways in order to maximize the efficient use and 
safety of roadway facilities: 

Mode of Travel Level of Service (LOS) 

Motor Vehicle 
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Policy 1.2.2 Alachua County has established level of service guidelines for rural areas to 
coordinate capital improvement planning and land use to ensure that growth does 
not occur faster than the County's ability to provide for infrastructure in a financially 
feasible manner. The level of service guidelines shall not compel or require the 
County to widen or construct new roadways outside of the Urban Cluster in order to 
provide capacity to support new development or to address the unmitigated impact 
of development from adjacent municipalities and counties. 

Policy 1.2.3 Amendments to the Future Land Use Element and/or Map, including Sector Plans 
and Special Area Plans, will be coordinated with the Transportation Mobility Element 
and the Capital Improvement Element through the evaluation of the impact of 
additional traffic projected to result from proposed land use plan amendments. This 
evaluation shall include assessment of the impact on the level of service of individual 
affected roads based on the roadway functional classification and number of lanes. 

Policy 1.2.4 Where the evaluation of a proposed Future Land Use amendment indicates that the 
level of service on affected individual roads segments would be reduced below the 
adopted level of service guidelines, the amendment shall be accompanied by 
corresponding amendments to identify roadway modifications needed to maintain 
the existing individual segment by segment level of service guideline, as well as the 
scheduling of such modifications in Alachua County's Five Year Capital Improvement 
Program. 

OBJECTIVE 1.3. To coordinate land use decisions and access locations and configurations in order 

to maintain and improve the efficiency and safety of the transportation system. 

Policy 1.3.1 Proposed development shall be reviewed during the Development Review process 
for the provision of adequate and safe on-site circulation, including pedestrian and 
bicycle facilities, public transit facilities, access modifications, loading facilities, 
and parking facilities. In addition to Comprehensive Plan policies, such review shall 
include FOOT access management standards. Design criteria, standards, and 
requirements to implement this policy shall be included in the update of the land 
development regulations. 

Policy 1.3.2 Access to roadways shall be controlled in order to maximize the efficiency of the 
transportation network. The FOOT Access Management Classification System and 
Standards shall be incorporated and utilized for reviewing plans submitted to the 
DRC for review and approval. All development orders shall meet at a minimum the 
FOOT requirements. 

Policy 1.3.3 Alachua County will incorporate within their Land Development Regulations 
provisions which address the following: 

(a) frontage road, joint access, or cross access easement requirements, where 
appropriate. 

(b) mandatory off-street loading and parking 

(c) intersection/interchange locational restrictions for land uses, including 
distance requirements for access cuts near intersections and interchanges 
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(d) building setback requirements 

(e) design standards (i.e., acceleration and deceleration lanes, turning radii, 
signalization, etc.) 

(f) intersection spacing standards 

(g) minimum maintenance responsibility requirements 

(h) sight distance standards 

(i) incentives to mitigate poor traffic access/hazardous situations 

(j) requirements for inclusion of interconnected bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities as part of overall transportation network within the development 
standards to eliminate traffie eonfliets with bieyelists and pedestrians 

(k) highway safety for all users 

(I) commercial signage/utilities restrictions within rights-of-way 

(m) FDOT Access Management Classification System and Standards 

(n) cross-access and stub-outs to adjacent parcels 

Policy 1.3.4 Development shall be required to address operational site related improvements 
and operational affects to adjacent major roadway intersections. Criteria shall be 
developed based on trip generation to determine the limits for major intersections to 
be addressed and the extent of required operational improvements to ensure safe 
operations for motor vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists. Operational 
improvements are considered site related requirements. The addition of through 
motor vehicle lanes not directly related to facilitating access to the site are 
considered capacity projects and shall be credited accordingly. 

Policy 1.3.5 The land development regulations shall include standards, criteria, and procedures 
to ensure that an adequate system of roads functionally classified as local provides 
safe and maintainable access to new development that will use such roads. These 
regulations shall include design standards to ensure that the structural integrity and 
volume capacity of such roads are adequate based on projected trips to and from 
such development and shall take into account requirements for fire-fighting and 
other emergency vehicle access. Evaluation and approval of new development 
proposals shall include assessment of impact on and capacity of directly connected 
existing local roads. 

Policy 1.3.6 The land development regulations shall inelude Alachua County shall implement 
guidelines, standards, and procedures for the identification of existing local graded 
roads providing access to existing development that are deficient based on findings 
that the condition of such roads is below or is projected to be below that required to 
meet minimum standards for public safety based on factors such as accidents, 
indications of inaccessibility to emergency vehicles, indications of inability to 
properly maintain, and projected traffic volumes in relation to the condition of the 
road. A management program for such roads identified as deficient shall be 
developed implemented by the Alachua County Public Works Department rer 
consideration as part of through the annual Capital Improvements Program update. 
This shall include identification of the cost of required maintenance or improvements 
necessary to remedy identified deficiencies, identification of existing or proposed 
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sources of funding such expenditures, and identification of areas proposed for 
deferral of further development pending remedy of existing local road deficiencies. 

Policy 1.3.7 Development shall be required to dedicate the necessary right-of-way proportionate 
to the impacts of development along property boundaries of external roadways to 
accommodate standard lane widths, turn lanes, bike lanes, clear recovery zones, 
stormwater, utilities, sidewalks and multi-use paths. Sidewalks and multi-use paths 
may be provided within an easement along major roadways to preserve and take 
advantage of proposed buffers, existing vegetation, environmentally sensitive areas, 
and natural features. 

Policy 1.3.8 Developments that are twenty-five (25) or more residential units in size or that 
generate more than 250 daily trips shall provide a minimum of two (2) functional 
access points. Exceptions for secondary access are permitted where infeasible due 
to original tract dimensions, environmental or topography constraints or existing 
development patterns. 

OBJECTIVE 1.4. To provide for support for H'le eofltiflued eleetrifieatiofl of Hie vet'liele fleet. 

Policy 1.4.1 Tt'le lafld developmeflt regulatiofls st'lall require a miflimum provisiofl of Level 2 

Ct'largiAg Statiofls (240v) be provided ifl flew multifamily a Ad TND/TOD developmeflts 

witt'l multifamily eompofleflts. 

OBJECTIVE 1.5.4_Avoid, minimize, and mitigate adverse impacts upon natural and historic 

resources and scenic quality during the siting, design, construction, operation, and maintenance 

of the transportation system. Use the transportation system to enhance natural and historic 

resources and scenic quality where possible. 

Policy 1.54.1 Transportation facilities shall be located, designed, constructed, and maintained to 
avoid, minimize and mitigate adverse impacts Conservation and Preservation areas 
consistent with Objective 3.6 of the Conservation and Open Space Element. 

Policy 1.54.2 Appropriate conservation, arboricultural, and horticultural standards shall be used 
in the design, construction, and maintenance of transportation facilities in order to 
promote energy conservation, enhance habitat connectivity, provide for the safe 
passage of wildlife, and improve scenic quality, consistent with Objectives 5.3 and 
5.4 of the Conservation and Open Space Element. 

Policy 1.54.3 The county determines through the adoption of this Comprehensive Plan that there 

is no need for, or public purpose for any new turnpikes, expressways or toll roads in 

Alachua County that are significantly outside of the rights of way of existing highways. 

This policy constitutes a finding of fact that the construction of any new expressways, 

turnpikes or toll roads significantly outside of existing highway rights of way by any 

agency of government or other entity does not serve a public purpose, and would be 

inconsistent with this adopted Comprehensive Plan. 
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OBJECTIVE 1.65- Provide a system of safe, pleasant, convenient, and continuous bicycle and 

pedestrian network throughout the community. 

Policy 1.6.5_.1 Transportation facilities shall be designed to result in a pleasing environment 
enhanced by trees and landscaping that will present an attractive community 
appearance, calm traffic, enhance safety, reduce heat island effects, and provide 
shade for pedestrians, bicyclists and transit uses. Where possible, the existing 
natural landscape shall be retained or appropriately replicated in roadway design so 
as to maintain the sense of place and environmental heritage of Alachua County. 

Policy 1.65.2 The County shall strive to achieve Platinum Level Bicycle Friendly Community Status 
from the League of American Bicyclists. 

Policy 1.65.3 Alachua County will promote the development of a multi-modal transportation 
system consistent with the Capital Improvements Element and the Alachua 
Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan. 

Policy 1.65.4 New development proposals shall be reviewed as part of the Development Review 
process for the provision of adequate and safe bicycle and pedestrian facilities 
consistent with policies in the Future Land Use Element. Standards and 
requirements for bicycle and pedestrian facilities (such as sidewalks, pedestrian 
paths, bicycle lanes, and bicycle parking) shall be detailed in the land development 
regulations and include elements such as amount, design, and location. 

Policy 1.65.5 Streets and roads shall be designed such that automobile and non-automobile 
modes of transportation are equitably served to the greatest extent possible. Design 
will include public and emergency vehicle access. Sucfl d.Designs standards shall 
include strategies to calm automobile traffic, provide a pleasant pedestrian 
environment, and create safe, balanced, livable streets, such as: 

(a) narrow travel lane width, 
(b) minimum turning radius, 
(c) bike lanes, 
( d) pedestrian-friendly frontage uses and design, 
(e) street trees, street furniture, and landscaping, 
(t) wide sidewalks, 
(g) crosswalks, and/or 
(h) gridded street system of short blocks. 

Policy 1.65.6 The preferred location for sidewalks and multi-use paths is the edge of the right-of­
way, behind existing or proposed vegetation. 

Policy 1.65.7 Design specifications for the inclusion of multi-use paths within proposed 
developments shall be provided in the land development regulations. Tfle minimum 
widtfl for multi use patfls is eigflt (8) feet. In recognition of tfle difficulty in retrofitting 
existing roadways, tfle vvidtfl of tfle multi use patfl may be decreased to five (5) feet 
in specific locations to address utilities, stormwater facilities, and rigflt of way 
constraints. 

Policy 1.6.5_.8 Inside the Urban Cluster, on existing open drainage collector and arterial roadways, 
bicycle lanes or paved shoulders shall be provided: 
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(a) whenever auxiliary lanes or medians are constructed unless prohibited due 
to stormwater, environmental or right-of-way constraints. 

(b) on reconstruction projects unless prohibited due to stormwater, 
environmental or right-of-way constraints. 

(c) with resurfacing projects unless prohibited due to stormwater, 
environmental, or right-of-way constraints; except where a benefit cost 
analysis prepared using a professionally accepted methodology considering 
benefits and costs that accrue to the general public as well as to the County 
itself does not support the installation of a paved shoulder, the County may 
consider an adjacent or parallel multi-use path. 

Policy 1.65.9 The County shall incorporate bikeways, trails, and scenic corridors into the 
greenways system as provided in Objective 6.3 of the Conservation and Open Space 
Element. 

Policy 1.65.10 Bicycle and pedestrian access for recreation and transportation throughout the 
community shall be incorporated into a linked open space network, or greenways 
system, consistent with Objective 6.3 of the Conservation and Open Space Element 
-at'td-_,_ the County's Greenways Master Plan, and the Alachua Countywide Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Master Plan. 

Policy 1.65.11 The County shall design and locate recreation sites to encourage and expand bicycle 
and pedestrian access consistent with the Recreation Element. 

Policy 1.6.12 Developments are encouraged to utilize Hie sidewalk mitigation fund in lieu of 
constructing a sidew·alk along property boundaries with an external roadway. 

Policy 1.6.12 Alachua County shall explore partnerships with the University of Florida on park-and­
bike lots for cyclists to park and bike to campus. 

OBJECTIVE 1.7.6 

To promote a comprehensive transportation planning process which coordinates state, regional, 

and local transportation plans. 

Policy 1.76.1 In developing Alachua County's transportation plan, the following plans shall be 
considered: 

(a) The Florida Department of Transportation's adopted Five-Year Work 
Program; 

(b) 

(c) 

fet_(_d_)_ 

{ttt.(_e_)_ 

the annual Transportation Improvement Program and Long Range 
Transportation Plan of the Metropolitan Transportation Planning 
Organization; 

the Alachua Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan: 

the transportation plans of the municipalities within Alachua County; and 

the transportation plans of adjacent counties. 

Policy 1.7.6.2 Alachua County will coordinate transportation modifications with state, local, and 
regional plans. Regional plans shall be coordinated through the MTPO for the 
urbanized area. For other areas of the County, transportation improvements shall be 
coordinated through mutual review of proposed modification programs on an annual 
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basis with affected municipalities and the state. Alachua County shall consider the 
Long Range Transportation Plan in the development of its Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) for County maintained facilities in the municipalities. 

Policy 1.-1-6.3 Road projects may be constructed by private development interests to provide 
access to properties for the purposes of development in accordance with the Future 
Land Use Element. These roads must be constructed to appropriate County 
standards for the anticipated long-range need of the road projects. 

Policy 1.-1-6.4 In order to assess intergovernmental traffic impacts, Alachua County sha ll continue 
to coordinate with the following entities concerning the indicated facilities: 

(a) the FOOT for state-maintained roads in the unincorporated area, 

(b) municipalities in Alachua County for County-maintained roads within the 
municipality and municipal roads wh ich may impact those County­
maintained roads, and; 

( c) adjacent counties for inter-county roads, where appropriate. 

The coordination shall include provisions for: 

(1) Periodic monitoring reports to be prepared by Alachua County for use by 
the FOOT in determining road modifications needs in their five-year work 
program. 

(2) Reporting of development activity from the entity approving development 
orders that wou ld result in addit ional traffic on County roads to monitor 
the capacity of County-maintained facilities and for use in capital 
improvement programming. 

(3) Procedures for verification with the County of road capacity for 
developments whose approval by the entity would generate traffic 
exceeding more than five percent (5%) of the maximum capacity of the 
road based on the adopted minimum level of service guidelines. 

( 4) Bicycle facilities and sidewalks. 

Policy 1.-1-6.5 Alachua County shall continue to coordinate with the Florida Department of 
Transportation on development orders issued by the County with access to SIS and 
state-maintained roadways by requiring implementation of FOOT access control 
regulations and by involving the FOOT in the County's development review process. 

Policy 1.-1-6.6 Alachua County will continue to participate in and support the efforts of the 
Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization (MTPO) through provision of the 
County's proposed transportation modification program to the MTPO for review, 
exchange of information such as traffic counts, accident data necessary for planning 
by the MTPO, and participation in the MTPO technical advisory committee and on the 
MTPO. 

Policy 1.-1-6. 7 Citizen participatien Community engagement sha ll be a part of the traffic circulatien 
transportation planning process;_, including but not limited to, This shall include, but 
net be limited te, citizen p_u_b_lic_ participation in the Capital Improvements Element 
review process, cenducted in accerdarice ·with Pelicy 1.6.1 et the Capital 
lmprevement Element. 
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OBJECTIVE 1.&Z SAFETY 

To provide a safe transportation network that supports the needs of all system users. 

Policy 1.az.1 Alachua County shall strive to minimize the number of crashes resulting in fatalit ies 

and severe injuries for all transportation network users on system wide basis. fh±8 
shall include a system ·wide approach. 

Policy 1.87.2 Alachua County shall complete a Vision Zero Action Plan through the Safe Streets 

and Roads for All federal (US DOT) grant program to identify measures for reducing 

fatal and serious crashes for all transportation modes. including vehicles, 

motorcycles, pedestrians, and bicyclists. 

Policy 1.7.2.1 Alachua County shall prioritize the planning and programming_Qf 

transportation safety improvement projects that contribute to achieving an 

overall 50 percent reduction in fatal and serious injury crashes by 2035 on the 

High Injury Network, as well as fatal and serious injuries involving pedestrians 

and bicyclists, and to achieve a goal of zero fatal and serious injury crashes by 
2Q_45_,_ 

Policy 1.~7 .3 The County supports a multi-disciplinary approach to safety that includes 

engineers, planners, law enforcement and public health representatives and other 

community partners. The County will establish a task force or workgroup that 

includes agency and community representatives to aid in identification of specific 

strategies that may be available to minimize the number of fatalities and severe 

injuries on the County's transportation network. 

Policy 1.&.-31..A_ The Board of County Commissioners sha ll receive a report, annually, 

identifying all continually monitor fatalities and severe injuries that occur on the 

County's roadway network. The report shall include an analysis of and evaluate 

whether any specific system-wide improvements can be identified to reduce 

problem areas or corridors. 

Policy 1.B-;-41.._5 Alachua County recognizes the disadvantage that pedestrians and bicyclists 

have when crashes occur and shall work with local and State agencies to identify 

cost-effective improvements to the transportation network that will result in the 

reduction in severity of crashes based on the County's Safe Streets and Roads for All 

.P1aJL 
Policy 1.&.51.Ji It shall be the Policy of the Board of County Commissioners that speeds on 

County roads shall be the minimum necessary to ensure safe and efficient travel. 

Roads and streets shall be designed with context sensitivity using the techniques in 

Transportation Mobility Element Policy 1.6.5 to encourage reduced speeds. The 

County's general policy shall be that proposed posted speed increases shall be 

brought to the Board for approval along with suggested alternatives. 
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Policy 1.&.61...Z Alachua County shall, in conjunction with the FOOT and the municipalities 
within the County, continue to identify and maintain data on locations of current high 
concentrations of crashes. This information shall be used as part of the identification 
of projects for Transportation System Management programs. 

Policy 1.&.-17.8 Alachua County shall develop a long range program in conjunction with the 
Capital Improvement Element to improve County-maintained 
roadways/intersections identified as having safety problems. Alachua County shall 
notify the FOOT of the need for modifications for safety problems identified on state­
maintained roadways. 

OBJECTIVE 1.9.8 

To provide for the acquisition and protection of existing and future rights-of-way from development, 

including building encroachment. 

Policy 1.9.8.1 The Future Transportation Corridor Map incorporated herein will be used to identify 
right-of-way needs along given transportation corridors. 

Policy 1.98_.2 Alachua County shall protect existing and future rights-of-way through its 
development review process. Rights-of-way necessary for County-maintained 
projects shall be acquired as soon as funds become available for such specific 
projects. The County will coordinate with the FOOT to determine right-of-way needs 
when proposed developments or modifications are adjacent to state-maintained 
roadways. The County will coordinate with the Regional Transit Service to determine 
right-of-way needs when proposed developments or modifications are adjacent to 
future transit corridors. Alachua County shall encourage the FOOT to acquire rights­
of-way necessary for state-maintained projects as soon as funds become available 
for such specific projects. 

Policy 1.9.8.3 Standards for roadway construction and development will be established as part of 
the land development regulations providing for the protection of existing and future 
rights-of-way and easements. This policy shall be applied through the County's 
Development Review process. 

2.0. TRANSIT 

OBJECTIVE 2.1-TRANSIT 

To assist the providers of mass transit in Alachua County in their planning efforts through 

coordination, informational support and participation in planning efforts. 

Policy 2.1.1 Alachua County will provide pertinent data to the City of Gainesville to enhance 
planning for the Regional Transit System (RTS) service area in the unincorporated 
portion of the County. 

Policy 2.1.2 Alachua County shall continue to promote the enhancement of transit io__tb_e 

unincorporated area through the Long Range Transportation Plan. 

Policy 2.1.3 Alachua County shall coordinate with the Regional Transit System (RTS) on all future 
transit service, express transit service, rapid transit service, and the location and 
design of park and ride facilities, transit stations and dedicated transit lanes. 
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Policy 2.1.4 Alachua County shall continue to coordinate transit issues with its municipalities, 
the Regional Transit System and other transportation providers, transportation 
disadvantaged programs, Florida Department of Transportation and Metropolitan 
Transportation Planning Organization. 

Policy 2.1.5 Alachua County shall coordinate with the Metropolitan Transportation Planning 
Organization and the Florida Department ofTransportation to ensure that specialized 
transit services for the transportation disadvantaged continue to be provided within 
unincorporated Alachua County. 

Policy 2.1.6 Alachua County will continue to provide support for the operation of paratransit 
services in unincorporated Alachua County in order to provide 24-hour ambulatory 
and wheelchair service on a demand-responsive basis within available financial 
resources. 

Policy 2.1.7 Alachua County shall explore and promote innovative solutions and partnerships 
with municipalities and the University of Florida to address transit needs within rural 
areas of the County. Such solutions may include but are not limited to ridesharing 
programs, mobility on demand programs, volunteer models, and mobility 
management models. 

OBJECTIVE 2.2 Transportation Disadvantaged. 

Policies below have been moved under "Transit" above. 

To eoordiflate and assist the ageneies planning and providing serviee delivery for the transportation 

disadvantaged. 

Policy 2.2.1 Alaehua County vvill assist the P1etropolitan Transportation Planning Organization 
and the Florida Department of Transportation in planning serviees for the 
transportation disadvantaged. 

Policy 2.2.2 Alaehua County ·will eontinue to provide support for the operation of paratransit 
serviees in unineorporated Alaehua County in order to provide 24 hour ambulatory 
and wheelehair serviee on a demand responsive basis ·within available finaneial 
resourees. 

Objective 2.3 - Rail Transportation. No proposed changes 

3.0 AVIATION. No changes proposed in this section. 
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Transportation Mobility Element Map Series 

1. Future TraAsportatiofl FuflctioAal Classificatiofls (2025) 

2. Future Transportation Functional Classifications (2040) 

3. Future Traflsportatiofl Circulatiofl Map (~Jumber of Traffic LaAes) (2025) 

4. Future Transportation Circulation Map (Number ofTraffic Lanes) (2040) 

5. Express Transit Corridors 

6. Rapid Transit Corridors 

7. RTS Routes Gainesville Regional Transit System Bus Routes 

8. Existing & Future Bicycle and Pedestrian Network 

9. Existiflg a Ad Projected Major Trip Ge Aerators l'rnd Attractors. Mobility Fee Assessment Areas 

10. TraAsportatiofl Mobility Fee Benefit Districts 

Future Aviation and Related Facilities Map Series 

11. Air Facilities Locator ~fap, Airport Facilities in Alachua County 

12. Gaiflesville Regioflal Airport IAgress/Egress 
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Map 1. Future Transportation Functional Classifications (2025) Map to be deleted. 
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Map 3. Future Traflsportatiofl Cireulatiofl (Number ofTraffie Lafles 2025) 
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Map 5.3_. Express Transit Corridors 

Replace existing adopted map below with the updated map that follows. 

Updated Map, Express Transit Corridors: 

o---==-~· · A 
Source: Alachua County 2040 Mobility Plan & Mobility Fee Technical Report, August 2023 
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Map 6.4. Rapid Transit Corridors 

Replace existing adopted map below with the updated map that follows. 

Updated Map, Rapid Transit Corridors: 

A 
Source: Alachua County 2040 Mobility Plan & Mobility Fee Technical Report, August 2023 
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Map 7-.5.. Alachua County/City of Gainesville RTS Routes 

Gainesville Regional Transit System Bus Routes 

Replace existing adopted map below with updated map that follows. 

• . -

I 

Updated Map, Gainesville Regional Transit System Bus Routes: 
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Map 8.6_. Existing and Future Bicycle and Pedestrian Network 

~1ap 9. Existing and Projected Majer Trip Generators and Attractors 

Delete the existing adopted Map below. 
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Map 7. Mobility Fee Assessment Areas 

New map to be added and adopted as part of Comprehensive Plan: 

0 10,,,. 

A 
Source: Alachua County 2040 Mobility Plan & Mobility Fee Technical Report, August 2023 
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Map 4-9.8. Transportation Mobility Fee Benefit Districts 

Replace existing adopted map below with updated map that follows. 

\ 
\. 

Updated Map, Mobility Fee Benefit Districts: 

Om 

A 
Source: Alachua County 2040 Mobility Plan & Mobility Fee Technical Report, August 2023 
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Map 449. Airruut Facilities Locator Map in Alachua County 

Replace existing adopted map below with updated map that follows. 
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Updated Map, Airport Facilities in Alachua County: 

Airport Facilities in Alachua County 
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Note: Map depicts the general location of public and 
private airports and airstrips in Alachua County, Florida. 

Municipalities 
Data Source: University of Florida GeoPlan Center, "Aviation 
Transportation Facilities Boundaries in Florida - 2016". 
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~1ap 12. Gainesville Regional Airport Ingress/Egress 

The following existing adopted map is to be deleted. 

Gainesville Regional Airport Ingress/Egress 
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CONSERVATION AND OPEN SPACE ELEMENT 

Formatting Key: 

• Struck through text is proposed for deletion 

• Underlined text is proposed to be added 

• Regular text is currently adopted language 

GOAL 

TO CONSERVE, MANAGE AND RESTORE OR ENHANCE THE NATURAL AND HUMAN-RELATED 

RESOURCES OF ALACHUA COUNTY TO ENSURE LONG-TERM ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY FOR THE 

FUTURE. 

1.0 CONSERVATION OVERVIEW 

OBJECTIVE 1.1 - CONSERVATION STRATEGIES 

Embrace multiple, dive rse strategies fo r the conservation of natural systems in Alachua County. 

Policy 1.1.1 The County shall promote the long-term maintenance of natural systems through a 
comprehensive approach that involves education, public participation, regulations, 
incentives, acquisition, intergovernmental coordination, and other appropriate 
mechanisms. 

Policy 1.1.2 Alachua County shall continue to implement the protection standards for wetlands. 
significant habitat, listed species habitat, strategic ecosystems, and significant 
geologic features on a countywide basis, as provided in Chapter 77, Article II and 
Chapter 78 of the Alachua County Code of Ord inances, and as authorized by the 
Alachua County Home Ru le Charter Section 1.4. 

OBJECTIVE 1.2 - CONSERVATION AS PRIORITY 

Establish environmental conservation as a priority in all decision-making for Alachua County. 

Policy 1.2.1 Any decision may directly or indirectly affect the conservation, management, 
preservation, enhancement, and use of the natural resources of Alachua County. It 
is the intent of this Element that County officials, staff, and citizens constantly 
monitor all decisions for the effects they may have on appropriate conservation and 
use of resources, and t hat such decisions be made w ith consideration given to the 
principles and policies of the Comprehensive Plan and this Element. 

Policy 1.2.2 The County shall establish as a priority all principles and policies in this Element 
when making decisions concerning new or expanded public facilities. 
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2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 

OBJECTIVE 2.1 - INFORMATION SYSTEM 

Establish an information system for the natural resources and human-related resources associated 

with the natural environment, and be proactive in providing public access to this information. Use 

the information system to measure environmental quality necessary to protect and maintain natural 

resources that provide a safe and healthy environment for all living things in Alachua County. 

Policy 2.1.1 The County shall update and maintain the Conservation Element Map Series and 
related information system containing data relevant to the protection of the 
environmental quality of Alachua County's natural resources. The information shall 
include, at a minimum, an inventory and maps of: 

(a) Surface waters, wetlands and floodplains; 

(b) Groundwater resources, including high aquifer recharge areas and wellfield 
protection areas, and groundwater quality; 

(c) Strategic ecosystems; 

(d) Listed species and their habitat; 

(e) Public parks, preserves and forests, including those held in fee and less than 
fee simple ownership, such as conservation easements and leaseholds; 

(f) Significant geologic features; 

(g) Scenic corridors, County-designated scenic roads; 

(h) Hazard areas including fire and flood prone areas, and existing and potential 
hazardous materials storage, treatment, and disposal sites; and 

(i) Alachua County soil survey and maps. 

(j) Open space and greenways. 

Policy 2.1.2 Alachua County shall establish a monitoring program using continually monitor 
performance indicators to determine relating to the health of the County's natural 
resources. The monitoring program shall be developed as part of a special work 
program that includes the follovving components. Such indicators may include. but 
are not limited to. the following: 

(a)The County shall develop indicators that highlight changes in natural resources. 

(1) Indicators may include but are not limited to. 

a; .(_a)_ Ind icators of natural resource losses: 

4-:- ill Loss of various types of habitat, including wetlands and uplands. 

r. .(2). Increase in density or intensity of zoning, land use and development in 
conservation areas. 

fr:- Increase in impervious surfaces in the unincorporated portions of the 
County. 

4-:- .(.3.l Acres of land converted from agriculture and silviculture. 

5:- .(.41 Habitat fragmentation. 

&.- .(.5.). Acres of forest converted to plantations silviculture. 
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fl-: .(_b)_ Indicators of natural resource gains: 

4-:- ill Number of acres of preservation land that is permanently protected 
owned or protected by the public or private sector. 

z.:. .(2}_ Number of acres of land that is restored to more natural functioning or 
quality. 

& (3.). Number and acreage of farms using sustainable practices for 
irrigation, fertilizing, and disposal of animal wastes. 

4:- .(A)_ Number of housing developments utilizing native plant materials. 

5:- (5) Acres of forest under certified sustainable management. 

e;- .(_c)_ Indicators whose change may show either natural resources gains or losses: 

4-:- ill Tree canopy. 

Z.:. .(2}_ Air quality. 

& (3.). Surface water and ground water quality. 

4:- .(A)_ Results of voluntary community-based species counts such as 
Audubon bird counts. 

5:- .(5.) Number of listed and/or indicator (key) species. 

(b) Indicators shall be tracked and measured incrementally using a geographic 
information system as part of the land use planning and development review 
processes. 

(c) The County shall implement a performance-based development review 
process based on selected indicators in conjunction with items in the natural 
resources checklist referenced in Policy 3.4.1. 

(d) The County annually shall periodically compile and review data on selected 
indicators to determine resource losses and gains and the impacts of 
development on natural resources in Alachua County. 

(e) These data shall be gathered from best available existing sources, including 
development review data, aerial photography, and mapping resources of 
other governmental agencies, academic institutions, and non-profit 
organizations. 

(f) The review shall include an evaluation of the effectiveness of current policies 
and land development regulations, and identification of areas that need 
improvement to ensure the meaningful protection of natural resources. 

fgJ The County shall incorporate the results of the review into an annual report 
that presents the state of the County's natural resources. The report shall be 
publicized and made readil:y accessible to all members ofthe community. 

OBJECTIVE 2.2 - EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 

Increase public understanding of natural resources issues and provide access to the most current 

and reliable information so that the public may make informed decisions regarding their health, 

welfare, and safety. 
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Policy 2.2.1 The County shall encourage environmental stewardship among all citizens of 
Alachua County by advancing conservation principles in the everyday operations of 
Alachua County. 

Policy 2.2.2 The County shall implement proactive, innovative, and creative educational 
programs with a focus on encouraging behavior change concerning natural resource 
protection fsst:tes including, but not limited to: 

• Air quality; 

• Surface water protection 8ftet 

• wWetlands quality and function; 

• Groundwater quality and vulnerability; 

• Water conservation; 

• Wi ldlife and aquatic species and habitat; 

• Native vegetative communities; 

• Invasive species control; 

• Natural areas protection; 

• Agricultu ral preservat ion; 

• Sustainable agriculture and forestry; 

• Soil conservation; 

• Energy conservation; 

• Flood and fire hazard mitigation; 

• Hazardous waste; and 

• Waste management. 

Policy 2.2.3 The County sha ll actively pursue interactive public involvement and functional 
partnerships with the School Boa rd of Alac hua County, private schools, the 
University of Florida and Santa Fe College, the Alachua County Extension Office, and 
environmental and agricultural organizations, for the purposes of developing and 
disseminating educational materials and programs. 

Policy 2.2.4 The County shal l develop and disseminate information bulletins regarding 
development review regulations and criteria which can be used in H'le field by field 
teci'rnicians to promote environmentally responsible land use and development 
practices. 

Policy 2.2.5 Educational materials shall be made available to developers, homeowners, and 
other interested citizens concern ing proper maintenance, management, restoration, 
and development in natural areas (for example, habitat creation, endangered 
species, management of development ponds, wetlands vegetation, xeriscape 
landscaping, water quality, and water conservation). 

Policy 2.2.6 The County shall recognize ind ividuals, groups, developments and projects that 
exemplify concepts of environmental stewardship embodied in the Comprehensive 
Plan. 

Policy 2.2.7 The County shall actively pursue funding sources for environmental protection 
programs that foster based on vo lunteer participation, such as the River keepers, 
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Lake Watct'l, World Games, Forest Stewardst'lip Council certification, and 
Environmental Justice/Environmental Ambassadors programs. 

Policy 2.2.8 Where cons istent with natural resources protection, the County shall provide 
interactive opportunities for education and public viewing and enjoyment of wildlife 
at County-owned lands. 

OBJECTIVE 2.J RESOURCE AREAS PLANNING 

Manage natural resources at a scale appropriate to tt'leir protection, and facilitate consensus 

building in tt'le public participation process. 

Policy 2.3.1 Tt'le County st'lall implement a geograpt'lic area based approact'l to environmental 
planning programs. 

(a) Area boundaries st'lall be determined based on tt'le location of natural 
resources, for example, vvaterst'leds. 

(b) Tt'le County st'lall seek residents, property ovrners, and business owners in 
tt'le area tt'lat represent a diversity of environmental, economic, and social 
interests to form a task force in eact'l area. 

(c) Eact'l task force st'lall work witt'l tt'le County to create plans for tt'le efficient 
utilization and conservation of t'luman related and natural resources in tt'le 
aretr. 

Policy 2.3.2 A Community and Neigt'lbort'lood Planning program, per Future Land Use Element 
Section 7 (Implementation), st'lall address conservation issues including provisions 
for regional t'labitat corridors, waterst'leds and greenways. 

3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL LAND USE CATEGORIES 

OBJECTIVE 3.1 -CONSERVATION LAND USE CATEGORYIES 

A conservation land use category shall be established to recognize and protect natural resources 

within privately owned lands in Alachua County utilizing appropriate regulatory, acquisition, and 

incentive mechanisms. 

Policy 3.1.1 In addition to the conservation areas designated on the Future Land Use Map. 
€conservation areas shall also consist of natural resources that, because of their 
ecological value, uniqueness and particular sensitivity to development activities, 
require stringent protective measures to sustain their ecological integrity. These 
areas shall include: 

(a) Wetlands; 

(b) Surface waters; 

(c) 100-year floodp lains; 

(d) Listed species habitat; 

(e) Significant geologic features; 

(f) Strategic ecosystems; and 

(g) Champion trees and Landmark Live Oaks 
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Policy 3.1.2 In conservation areas, the following uses, if otherwise consistent with the 
Comprehensive Plan, generally shall be permitted to the extent that they do not 
significantly alter the natural functions of the conservation area: 

(a) Public and private conservation, recreation and open space uses. 

(b) Public and private wildlife preserves, game management and refuge areas. 

(c) Water conservation and retention/detention areas that are determined to be 
appropriate for stormwater management. 

(d) Agricultural uses, employing latest applicable best management practices. 

Policy 3.1.3 Conservation areas shall be developed only in a manner consistent with protection 
of the ecological integrity of natural resources, and in accordance with standards 
which are outlined subsequently in this Element. 

Policy 3.1.4 All conservation areas should be avoided as potential locations for personal wireless 
service facilities. 

Policy 3.1.5 Certain resources such as mineral resources and high aquifer recharge areas, 
because of their location, nature, or extent cannot be protected to the extent of 
conservation areas, but have been identified for protection in this Element. Policies 
applicable to these resources shall be those specific policies in Section 4 which 
apply to development activities within or affecting such areas and policies which 
apply generally to natural resources. 

OBJECTIVE 3.2 - PRESERVATION LAND USE CATEGORY 

A preservation land use category shall be established to recognize and protect natural resources 

within publicly owned lands in Alachua County. 

Policy 3.2.1 Preservation areas shall consist of publicly owned lands, including lands owned and 
managed by non-profit conservation organizations, which are intended for use as 
natural reserves or managed conservation lands for the preservation of natural 
resources in perpetuity. 

Policy 3.2.2 Preservation areas shall include but are not limited to: 
(a) Austin Carey Memorial Forest, 
(b) Goetl'le State Forest (VVatermelon Pond Unit) 
(c) Gum Root Swamp Conservation Area, 
(d) Lake Alto Swamp, 
(e) Loel'lloosa Wildlife Conservation Area, 
(f) OLeno State Park; 
(g) Orange Lake (Bird Island), 
(h) Paynes Prairie Preserve State Park, 
(i) Poe Springs; 
(j) Prairie Creek Conservation Area, 
(k) River Rise Preserve State Park, 
(l) San Felaseo I lammoek Preserve State Park; 
(m) Santa Fe S'wamp Conservation Area, 
(n) Warren Cave, and 
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(o) flp_roperty acquired in fee or less than fee simple for preservation by federal, 
state, and local agencies, Water Management Districts, local municipalities, 
non-profits, or Alachua County for use as natural reserves or managed 
conservation lands for the preservation of natural resources in perpetuity. 
The identification of less-than-fee properties as preservation areas will be 
based on the management goals and objectives for the property. fhfs 
includes preperties acquired or managed under programs sucM as AlacMua 
County Forever, Florida Communities Trust, Save Our Rivers, and 
Conservation and Recreation Lands. 

Policy 3.2.3 A management plan shall be developed for each preservation area by the responsible 
public agency, in accordance with the following: 

(a) The management plan shall include but is not limited to: 

(1) Documents and maps that identify the location of areas and natural 
resources to be preserved, including any protective buffers. 

(2) An assessment of the existing quality and characteristics of the natural 
resources to be preserved and/or restored. 

(3) A description of the goals and objectives for each site. 

(4) A description of all proposed uses, including existing and any proposed 
physical and access improvements. 

(5) A description of activities that will be performed to protect, restore, or 
enhance the natural resources to be preserved. 

(6) A set of schedules and assignments of responsibility for specific 
implementation activities to be performed as part of the management 
plan. 

(b) The management plan shall take into account the ownership interests of 
public and private entities and provide for protection of private ownership 
interests. 

(c) If a preservation area is subject to a conservation easement, the agreement 
for the conservation easement may serve as the management plan in the 
absence of a management plan. 

(d) The land shall be subject to the conservation policies of the Comprehensive 
Plan that are applicable to the resources within those areas. 

OBJECTIVE 3.3 - FUTURE LAND USE MAP 

Identify conservation and preservation areas on the Future Land Use Map. 

Policy 3.3.1-3.3.3. No proposed changes. 

Policy 3.3.4. Site Specific Delineation: The parcel-specific boundaries of preservation and 
conservation areas shall be verified by ground surveys conducted in the course of 
special studies,_ m development review. or as part of Alachua County Forever or 
similar land acquisition programs. County-initiated mapping efforts shall be 
performed at the County's expense, except when an applicant seeks land use 
change, zoning change, or development approval prior to the completion of the 
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County's mapping efforts, consistent with policies 3.4.2 and 4.10.3. Conservation 
policies shall be applied based on the resulting site-specific delineation. 

OBJECTIVE 3.4 - DEVELOPMENT REVIEW PROCESS 

Protect natural resources during the land use planning and development review process from 

activities that would significantly damage the ecological integrity of these areas. The applicability of 

the policies and standards in this sect ion shall be determined for all development at each stage of 

the land use planning, zon ing, and development review and permitting process. 

Policy 3.4.1-3.4.3. No proposed changes. 

Policy 3.4.4. For certain proposed land use or zoning changes or developments located wtthift 
greenline areas designated by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
around adjacent to State parks and preserves, t he County shall not ify and request 
comments from the State Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP) concerning 
potential impacts that such developments actions could have on the State parks or 
preserves. The notification precess shall apply to these developments meeting 
specified threshold requirements to be developed by the County and the State 
Division of Recreation and Parks. Information provided by DRP sha ll be considered 
with other comments during rezenings and the development the_ review processes 
prior to making final decisions regarding proposed developments such actions. 

OBJECTIVE 3.5 - DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 

Adoption of new er revisions to existing land development regulations based en policies in this 

Element shall begin immediately fellmfv'ing the adoption of this Element by the Alachua County Beard 

of County Commissioners and shall be completed in accordance ·with a rigorous adoption schedule. 

Policy 3.S.1 The County shall collaborate •with affected local, state, and federal regulatory 
agencies and the 'Nater Management Districts to adept and enforce specific land 
development regulations (LDRs) that implement the goals, objectives, and policies 
of this Element and provide the fullest protection for natural resource areas and 
characteristics. 

Policy 3.S.Z LDRs shall provide performance standards for development in and adjacent to 
conservation and preservation areas to protect and enhance the natural, physical, 
biological, ecological, aesthetic, and recreational functions of these areas. 
Performance standards fer the rural area shall include innovative approaches such 
as flexible let sizes, clustered subdivisions, setbacks, buffers, and density transfers 
as provided in the policies under Objective 6.2 of the Future Land Use Element. 

Policy 3.S.3 LDRs shall provide standards fer the placement of public facilities that address, at a 
minimum, the impacts to air, surface water and groundwater quality, wildlife, 
vegetation, natural systems function, noise, and waste disposal. 

OBJECTIVE 3.6 - RESOURCE PROTECTION STANDARDS 

Protect natural resources by requiring that all development activities be conducted in accordance 

with at least minimum resource protection standards. 

Policy 3.6.1-3.6.4. No proposed changes. 
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Policy 3.6.5 Development on land that includes conservation areas shall be sited and designed 

according to the following standards and consistent with policies under Objective 

5.2: 

(a) The preservation of conservation areas shall be required on all development 
sites to the greatest extent possible, consistent with standards which are 
outlined subsequently in this Element. 

(b) Density or intensity shall be transferred from conservation areas to non­
conservation portions of the property, to adjoining property under common 
ownership or management and within a unified development, or to other 
development receivership areas, at a rate consistent with that of the 
underlying zoning district, but not to exceed the maximum density allowed by 
the land use designation. 

(c) When there are no non-conservation areas to which density or intensity may 
be transferred, the development shall be clustered in the portion of the site 
that will result in least environmental impact. 

(d) When connection to central sewer is not required available, septic wastes 
shall be disposed of according to the Comprehensive Plan, land 
development regulations, and health department standards, and without 
adversely affecting ecosystem health. When septic systems must be 
installed within surface water and wetland buffers they must be located and 
designed to minimize impacts to regulated resources as determined in the 
Land Development Regulations and Water Quality Code:-; Enhanced Nutirent 
Reducing Systems may be required in such areas. 

(e) Existing landscape connections to other conservation areas shall be 
maintained so that fragmentation is avoided. 

(f) Development in rural areas shall be consistent with policies under Objective 
6.2. of the Future Land Use Element. 

Policy 3.6.6 - 3.6.10. No proposed changes. 

Policy 3.6.11 Septic tanks and drainfields shall be sited in a manner to protect conservation areas 
from the discharge of improperly treated effluent. The use of alternative systems 
shall be required under appropriate circumstances to protect environmental health. 
The County shall consider amendments to its land development regulations and 
other County ordinances to require the use of enhanced nitrogen reduction (ENR) 
septic tank systems under certain circumstances in order to protect water resources 
and meet other goals and objectives of this Element. 

Policy 3.6.12 - 3.6.15. No proposed changes 
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4.0 NATURAL RESOURCES 

OBJECTIVE 4.1 -AIR RESOURCES 

Alachua County shall take appropriate steps to maintain or improve ambient air quality to ensure the 

protection of public health and the environment and to exceed compliance with state and national 

ambient air quality standards. 

Policy 4.1.1 The County shall track and maintain awareness of air quality regulatory issues and 
new emission sources which have the potential to impact ambient air quality in the 
County including the potential to increase the levels of hazardous air pollutants in 
the County. 

Policy 4.1.2 The County shall maintain an inventory of greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) for 
County operations and the local community, and shall develop and implement a plan 
to reduce countywide GHG emissions by 80% from 2009 baseline emissions by 2050,. 
wiH1 afl ifltermediate goal of a 40% reductiofl by 2020 and a short term goal of 5% 
annual reduction. Fifldiflgs shall be released ifl afl aF1F1ual status report for Couflty 
operatiofls, with afl estimate of commuflity emissiofls reported bieflflially (i.e., every 
two years). lfl additiofl to chaflges ifl total GI 10 emissiofls, reports shall iflclude 
ifldicators of improvemeflts ifl efficieflcy such as reductiofls ifl emissiofls per persofl, 
per employee or per square foot, improvemeflts ifl buildiflg performaflce ratiflgs, or 
similar measures. 

Policy 4.1.3 The County shall maintain an air quality public education function that has the 
following components: 

(a) A general air quality website to provide the public with educational 
information about air quality, radon and indoor air pollution issues. 

(b) A radon information education program that informs the public about the soil 
radon potential in different areas of Alachua County. 

Policy 4.1.4 All incineration, prescribed open burning, and yard trash burning shall be conducted 
in accordance with local, State afld Federal regulatiofls such that the health afld 
safety of the public afld the eF1viroF1meF1t is protected Chapter 590, Florida Statutes 
and Chapter 51-2, Florida Administrative Code. 
(a) Open burning of land clearing debris in the urban cluster shall be prohibited. 

This does not preclude burning of vegetative debris accumulated as a result 
of cleanup from a local emergency or severe weather event, such as a 
hurricane or tornado. Such burning shall only be conducted with a permit 
from the appropriate local or state agency(s). 

(b) In lieu of burning, the following practices shall be used: 

(1) Vegetative debris may be ground and used as mulch or compost onsite; 

(2) Vegetative debris may be delivered to an appropriately permitted facility 
for processing and disposal; 

(3) Non-vegetative land clearing debris must be separated out of the 
vegetative debris and transported to an appropriately permitted facility 
for processing and disposal. 
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(c) Prescribed burning for fuel reduction or maintenance of ecosystem health 
shall be in accordance with Chapter 590, Florida Statutes and Chapter 51-2, 
Florida Administrative Code, and any applicable tt land management plan, 
where requiree, arie all applicable permits. 

Policy 4.1.5 Factors contributing to the maintenance or improvement of air quality shall be 
identified and considered during land use planning and development review. These 
factors include but are not limited to: 

(a) Increased use of mass transit and non-motorized modes of transportation, 
and the promotion of a land development pattern conducive to support of 
public transportation, including containment of urban development in 
existing urban areas or carefully planned expansions of urban areas; 

(b) Increased use of green space in site planning for all types of development and 
along major roadways; and 

(c) Increased strategic planting of trees and shrubs to shade streets and 
buildings, and use physical barriers if necessary to reduce particulate air 
pollution, and reduce energy consumption and new carbon dioxide 
generation caused by combustion of fossil fuels; and 

(d) Control of airborne dust generated from land clearing and site preparation 
activities. Control may involve the use of techniques such as temporary silt 
fencing, immediate seeding or sodding, permanent vegetative buffering, 
phasing land clearing with development, or sprinkling the area with water. 

(e) Promotion of industries that exceed Federal and State air quality and 
emission standards. 

Policy 4.1.6 The County shall pursue and support programs that reduce adverse impacts on air 
quality due to traffic emissions by encouraging use of public transit, multiple 
ridership in automobiles, and safe use of bikeways. 

Policy4.1.7 Asbestos shall be surveyed for and removed by a licensed contractor prior to 
demolition or renovation of all buildings. 

Policy 4.1.8 The County shall establish a tree planting program to improve air quality in 
designated areas. 

Policy 4.1.9 The Courity shall establish ari iritergovemmerital task force, comprisee miriimally of 
represeritatives from local govemmerits arie utilities, to cooreiriate ori air quality 
issues such as alternative fuels arie the use of hybrie fuel vehicles. 

OBJECTIVE 4.2 - SOILS AND SLOPES. No changes to this section. 

OBJECTIVE 4.3 - MINERAL RESOURCES 

Regulate extraction activities so that they do not adversely affect the quality of air, groundwater, 

surface water, land, and wildlife. 

Policy 4.3.1 The Courity shall eevelop a comprehensive approach to mirieral resources. Existirig 
larie eevelopment regulatioris that aeeress mirieral resources shall be review·ee, 
corisolieatee, arie revisee to proviee for compreherisive riatural resource protectiori. 
Revisions shall incluee the followirig. 
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The land development regulations shall provide for the regulation of mining and land 
excavation and filling activities. with provisions for reclamation and reuse. such that 
these activities do not adversely affect established residential areas. conservation, 
QL__Qreservation areas identified on the Future Land Use Map, or adversely affect 
transportation corridors, the quality of air. groundwater. surface water, land, and 
wildlife in the County. Such land development regulations shall. at a minimum. 
address the following: 

(a) Identification of areas where mining, land excavation, and filling activities 
may be permitted. a mining and excavation district, v11ith associated policy 
directives. 

(b) Restriction of mining and excavation in conservation and preservation areas. 
(c) Provisions for avoidance, minimization, and mitigation of adverse impacts, 

including but not limited to impacts related to noise, lighting, traffic, habitat, 
listed species, air, surface water and ground water quality and quantity. 

(d) Standards for reclamation and reuse that provide for restoration of the 
functions of natural systems. 

Policy 4.3.2 The County shall review its regulatory approach to filling activities, including 
landfilling, and the storage and handling of construction and demolition debris. The 
County shall re·11ise its approach to ensure natural resources protection and 
consistency with state law·. 

Policy 4.3.3 The development regulations shall address mining, land excavation, and filling 
activities, and shall include provisions for reclamation and reuse, and assure 
successful completion of approved reclamation and reuse plans. ~1ining, land 
excavation, and filling activities shall be consistent, at a minimum, with the Alachua 
County Excavation and Fill Ordinance and the Alachua County Surface Mining and 
Land Reclamation Ordinance ·which provide for permit requirements and standards 
for site location, site design, environmental protection and reclamation. 

Policy 4.3.4 The quality and quantity of ground and surface waters shall not be significantly 
altered through extraction operations. Potential groundwater impacts shall be 
evaluated by the applicant prior to commencement of mining activities as part of the 
permitting process. Water quality and quantity monitoring activities at extraction 
sites shall be reviewed by the County. Costs for providing water quality and quantity 
monitoring at extraction sites shall be borne by the extractor. 

Policy 4.3.5 Extraction operations shall minimize potential adverse impacts to surrounding areas 
and use specific mitigation criteria to minimize air, noise, and traffic impacts. 

Policy 4.3.6 Buffer zones shall be established adjacent to natural streams and watercourses and 
existing parks and preserves so that they will not be adversely impacted by extraction 
activities. 

Policy 4.3.7 Mining activities shall not be initiated in established residential areas or in designated 
conservation or preservation areas identified on the Future Land Use Map. New 
residential developments shall be restricted in the vicinity of operating mines or shall 
provide for adequate buffers and noise abatement. Areas containing sources of 
commercially valuable minerals shall be protected from the encroachment of 
incompatible land uses. 
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OBJECTIVE 4.4 - GEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Protect and maintain significant natural geologic features such as special karst features -- springs, 

caves and sinkholes in their natural condition. 

Policy 4.4.1 Significant geologic features, such as springs, caves, sinkholes, and other karst 
features, shall be identified and evaluated for their importance to the overall natural 
resource system of the County. 

Policy 4.4.2 Outstanding geologic features, such as certain springs, sinkholes, and caves, shall 
be considered for acquisition, provided appropriate protective management can be 
assured. 

Policy 4.4.3 In instances where geologic features function as habitats for listed species, special 
protection will be provided commensurate with the character of the habitat. 

Policy 4.4.4 Significant geological features shall be accurately identified on development 
proposals. The Development Review Committee shall require strategies for 
protecting these features during construction and after development. These 
strategies shall address: 

(a) Inclusion of significant geologic features as part of common open space; 

(b) Utilization of principles of good landscape design to incorporate features as 
aesthetic elements; 

(c) Pretreatment of stormwater runoff, in accordance with County and water 
management district rules and regulations, prior to discharging to karst 
geology features; 

(d) Geophysical studies may be required where karst features are prominent and 
conduit flow is known to exist in order to best inform stormwater & site 
de__s_lgn;_ 

(e) The identification of the appropriate level of treatment of wastewater effluent 
(which may require Enhanced Nutrient Removing septic systems) prior to 
discharge to any karst geology features; and 

(f) Perimeter edge buffering around features to maintain natural context, edge 
vegetation, and structural protection. 

Policy 4.4.5 The land development regulations shall include standards and procedures 
consistent ·with this policy. 

Policy 4.4.6 The County shall cooperate coordinate with municipalities on the protection of 
groundwater within any watershed having the Floridan aquifer exposed in sinks or 
open pits to potentially harmful deposition of atmospheric and other non-point 
source surface pollution where citizens of the County may be affected. 

Policy 4.4.7 The County shall establish management strategies for sinkholes and sinkhole-prone 
areas that protect water quality, hydrologic integrity, and ecological value. 
Management strategies may include, among other techniques, filling and 
development restrictions, buffers, runoff diversion, muck and debris removal, berm 
and weir construction, and filtration. 
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OBJECTIVE 4.5 - GROUNDWATER AND SPRINGS 

Protect and conserve the quality and quantity of groundwater and springs resources to ensure long­

term public health and safety, potable water supplies from surficial, intermediate, and Floridan 

aquifers, adequate flow to springs, and the ecological integrity of natural resources. 

Policy 4.5.1 The County shall establish a comprehensive wellhead protection program through 
implementation of the Murphree Wellfield Code and the Hazardous Materials 
Management Code to protect current and future public water supply needs from 
potential adverse effects from incompatible land uses and activities. 

fa7 The County shall assist the WMDs and the municipalities with environmental 
suitability analysis for expansion of existing wellfields or location of future wellfield 
areas. 

Policy 4.5.2 Until wellfield protection areas are established for each public water supply well, the 
following standards shall apply in the areas surrounding such wells: 

(a) Each public water supply well shall be protected by a 200 foot zone of 
exclusion within which no new development approvals will be granted. 

(b) The following new uses or expansions of existing uses shall be prohibited in 
the vicinity of each public water supply well as specified in the Alachua 
County Hazardous Materials Management Code: 

(1) Class C or D facilities as defined by the Alachua County Hazardous 
Materials Management Code. 

(c) The following new uses or expansions of existing uses shall be prohibited in 
the vicinity of public water supply wells: 

(1) Landfills; 

(2) Feedlots or other commercial animal facilities; 

(3) Wastewater treatment plants and percolation ponds, including 
wastewater reuse and discharge facilities; 

(4) Mines; 

(5) Excavation of waterways or stormwater management facilities which 
intersect the water table; 

(6) Stormwater retention and detention basins except pursuant to 
performance controls where configuration or topography of a lot of 
record precludes location of a required retention or detention basin 
outside the Wellfield Protection Area; and 

(7) All uses prohibited in High Aquifer Recharge Areas by Policy 4.5.5(e), 
below. 

Policy 4.5.3 The County shall utilize adepts the Alachua County Floridan Aquifer High Recharge 
Area map. This map is for information and outreach purposes and 1Q provides a 
generalized indication/depiction of relative aquifer recharge/vulnerability and high 
aquifer recharge areas as general background to be used in combination with site­
specific hydrogeologic assessment for development review in the unincorporated 
portion of the County. 
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Policy 4.5.4 The County shall utilize adopts the Alachua County Outstanding Florida Springs 
Priority Focus Areas (PFAs) map. Tl'lis map is to guide the implementation of springs 
protection measures throughout the County. 

Policy 4.5.5 - 4.5.20. No changes proposed. 

Policy 4.5.21. The County shall continue to promote water conservation techniques and programs 
for current and future development (consistent with Energy Element Objective 1.1 ). 
The County shall support water conservation practices and standards, including but 
not limited to, Florida Water Star sM, Florida Friendly Landscaping, LID techniques, 
installation of water efficient fixtures, soil moisture sensors and smart irrigation 
systems, and landscape irrigation restrictions. 

(a) The County shall continue to update its land development regulations to 
require a reduction in permanently irrigated areas for all new development. 
As part of this effort. the County shall identify strategies to reduce the overall 
footprint of new development to minimize site disturbance and maximize the 
protection of existing vegetation . 

(b) Indoor and outdoor use of water should, at a minimum, meet or exceed 
Florida Water Star sM criteria or the equivalent intended to provide water­
efficient options for homes and landscapes. The County will coordinate with 
potable water suppliers to develop an incentive, education and outreach 
program that encourages participation in water conservation programs such 
as Florida Water Star sM. 

(c) The County shall develop measures that promote water conservation to 
preserve groundwater levels that retain adequate spring discharge from the 
Floridan Aquifer springs along the Santa Fe River with the objective of no net 
loss in biological, ecological, and hydrological function. 

(d) The County shall lead by example in the area of water conservation by 
reducing indoor and outdoor water use at all County facilities with a goal of 
meeting Florida Water StarsM commercial criteria by 2022. 

(e) The County shall encourage the public and private water suppliers in the 
County to implement aggressive but fair water conservation pricing rate 
structures. 

(f) The County shall review covenants. codes. and restrictions for new Homeowner 
Associations (HOA) during the development review process for language that 
potentially conflicts with County water conservation policies and goals. The 
County shall partner with HOAs to provide educational materials and programs to 
promote water conservation. 

Policy 4.5.22 No changes proposed. 

OBJECTIVE 4.6 - SURFACE WATER SYSTEMS 

Ensure the protection and improvement of the water quality, biological health, and natural functions 

of surface water systems in Alachua County. 

Policy 4.6.1- 4.6.10 No proposed changes. 
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Policy 4.6.11 Alachua County shall continue to support the Basin Management Action Plans 
(BMAPs) and the ongoing refinement of these plans. The County shall participate in 
multi-agency task forces and working groups established to address specific surface 
water quality concerns in the County. Alachua County shall continue to work 
towards the restoration of impaired water bodies and to meet Orange Creek Basin, 
Silver, and Santa Fe River Basin Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) and BMAPs. 
Alachua County shall continue to conduct projects for water quality improvement, 
including land acquisition and restoration, iri the Orarige Greek Basiri (OCB) arid 
Sarita Fe River Basiri (SFRB) in conjunction with those individual BMAPs. Alachua 
County shall consider ordinances to achieve water quality restoration and pollutant 
reduction requirements identified in BMAPs. including but not limited to, 
requirements for the use of enhanced nitrogen reducing septic systems. 

Policy 4.6.12 Alachua County shall continue to coordinate with the water management districts on 
activities in the Orange Creek, SlliLe.L_and Santa Fe River basins. Alachua County shall 
continue to work with the water management districts toward meeting Minimum 
Flows and Levels (MFLs) on the Upper and Lower Santa Fe River as established by the 
districts and implementation for future water supply and need for conservation. 

Policy 4.6.13 Alachua County shall develop watershed management plans. 

Policy 4.6.14 There shall be no direct or indirect discharge of pollutants to surface waters, ground 
waters, or sinkholes in violation of federal, state, Water Management District, or local 
water quality standards. 

Policy 4.6.15 Land uses that have the potential to pollute surface waters (are located adjacent to 
surface waters and that contribute significant nutrient loadings) shall be identified 
and regulated using the following measures to protect water quality and biological 
health. 

(a) Buffers to surface waters shall be increased for activities which have been 
associated with surface water quality and biological health problems such as 
landfills, composting facilities, wastewater treatment percolation ponds or 
rapid infiltration basins (RIBs), spray fields, golf courses, dairies, row crops, 
septage or biosolids land application sites, septage stabilization facilities, 
and onsite sewage treatment systems or septic systems. 

(b) The implementation of best management practices shall be required in 
buffers to surface waters to control nutrient loadings, including retrofitting if 
needed to maintain water quality and biological health. 

(c) The use of pesticides and fertilizers shall be discouraged in buffers. 

(d) The use of reclaimed water shall be regulated to conform with 
environmentally sound practices and not allowed to adversely impact 
surface water or groundwater by increasing nutrient concentrations. 
Nutrients present in the reclaimed water shall not be discharged in a manner 
that will cause impairment of surface waters, cause an imbalance of flora 
and fauna in the aquatic ecosystem, or cause eutrophication of the receiving 
waters. Land development regulations shall be adopted that include 
setbacks to surface waters for the use of reclaimed water for irrigation that 
are protective of the aquatic ecosystem. 
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(e) All fill material used onsite shall be free of phosphatic Hawthorn Group 
sediments or other phosphorous rich materials that may leach phosphorus 
causing surface water quality degradation and lake eutrophication. 

(f) Any excavation that would lead to exposure of Hawthorn Group sediments or 
other phosphorus rich materials that could leach and adversely impact 
groundwater or surface water shall be mitigated by covering, backfilling or 
using other techniques to reduce phosphorus leaching. 

(g) Fertilizer shall be regulated in buffers to surface waters to ensure that excess 
nitrogen and phosphorus are not leached into surface water bodies causing 
water quality degradation and/or lake eutrophication. 

(h) The use of enhanced nitrogen reduction nutrient reducing (ENR) septic ta-M 
systems shall be required pursuant to Section 373.811 (2), Florida Statutes: 
the County shall also consider amendments to its land development 
regulations and other County ordinances to require the use of ENR systems 
may be required in highly sensitive areas, such as in proximity to Outstanding 
Florida Waters, impaired waters, springs priority focus areas, in other areas 
and springsheds, where karst features are prominent and conduit flow is 
known to exist, or where lot sizes are small and do not allow for adequate 
nutrient reduction to be met at the property boundary. These systems shall 
be designed and permitted through the Florida Department of I lealth in 
Alachua County. This measurable performance standard can be adopted as 
a risk based mitigation strategy for site specific concerns. 

Policy 4.6.16 to 4.6.23. No proposed changes. 

OBJECTIVE 4. 7 - WETLAND ECOSYSTEMS 

Wetland acreage and function shall be protected. 

Policy 4.7.1- 4.7.6. No proposed changes. 

Policy 4.7.7 Any development activity or alteration within an onsite, or affecting an offsite, surface 
waters or wetlands or associated buffers that are expected to result in significant 
adverse impacts, and any unavoidable significant adverse impacts to ·wetland and 
wetland buffers, must be subject to review and approval by the Board of County 
Commissioners (BoCC). Mitigation proposals shall be submitted for consideration 
by to the BoCC only after all practicable alternatives to direct impacts have been 
implemented and after all practicable measures to reduce unavoidable impacts 
have been incorporated into the project design. The BoCC shall approve, approve 
with conditions, or deny impacts and mitigation proposals. Wetlands impacts of% 
acre or less for a single family home may be approved administratively provided the 
applicant demonstrates consistency with Policy 4.7.4. 

The Land Development Regulations shall require Development Review Committee 

(DRC) approval of a final development plan ensuring implementation of the BoCC­

approved mitigation plan and such DRC approval must be received prior to wetland 

or buffer alteration. BoCC/DRC-approved mitigation generally shall be required to 
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be completed prior to issuance of a project construction permit except in those 

cases where BoCC and/or DRC approvals specifically authorize alternate timelines. 

In order to be considered, the mitigation plan must ensure the long term viability of 
the mitigation project, advance the County's natural resources conservation 
objectives and policies, and meet the following minimum guidelines: 

(a) Wetland buffer mitigation shall include any one or a combination of: 
monetary compensation, or acquisition, restoration, enhancement, or 
preservation of wetlands, other surface waters or uplands. 

(b) Preservation shall not be considered when protection of the resource 
proposed for preservation is already ensured by federal, state, water 
management district, or local regulations. 

(c) Wetland buffer mitigation shall be determined by applying the Uniform 
Mitigation Assessment Method (UMAM), pursuant to Chapter 62-345, F.A.C. 

(d) Mitigation should be permitted only within the boundaries of Alachua County 
and, to the maximum extent practicable, within the local watershed in which 
the impact occurs. 

(e) Wetland mitigation activity conducted by a public agency may not be utilized 
for wetland mitigation credit by private entities unless approved by Alachua 
County. 

(f) The landowner shall post a performance bond or similar financial guarantee 
to assure implementation of the mitigation and monitoring plan. 

(g) No mitigation credits will be given for onsite preservation of wetlands, unless 
such proposals can demonstrate implementation and sustainability of 
adequate and appropriate enhancement and/or restoration of habitat. 

(h) Designated wetland and buffer mitigation areas related to development shall 
be permanently protected in perpetuity using a legal instrument that runs 
with the land, in a form acceptable to the County, and duly recorded in the 
Public Records of Alachua County, which assures preservation and 
maintenance of the associated areas. The preferred legal instrument shall be 
a conservation easement (Section 407.06, F.S.}, however depending on 
conditions, may also include other dedication options such as deed 
restrictions. 

Policy 4. 7 .8 - 4. 7.12. No proposed changes 

OBJECTIVE 4.8 - FLOOD PLAINS AND FLOODWAYS 
Protect and maintain the natural functions of floodplains, floodways, and all other natural areas 

having hydrological characteristics of the one hundred (100)-year flood elevation. Natural functions 

include water purification, flood hazard mitigation, water supply, and wildlife habitat and 

connectivity. 
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Policy 4.8.1 The County shall encourage and contribute to watershed management through a 
variety of programs to include education initiatives, enforcement of wetland and 
surface water setbacks, and interagency partnerships and workshops. 

Policy 4.8.2 The County shall encourage watershed planning and shall: 

(a) Define 100-year floodplains and floodways as conservation areas; 

(b) Continue to maintain, and enhance where possible, the current biodiversity 
in floodplains of the County; 

(c) Continue to cooperate with the Water Management Districts and other 
appropriate agencies in expanding or enhancing existing natural habitats 
associated with floodplains; 

(d) Recognize floodplains in the land development regulations as unique 
resources requiring protection and conservation; 

(e) Develop specific criteria for slope protection and erosion control in 
floodplains and along natural banks and shores; 8ftd 

(f) 

Policy 4.8.3 - 4.8.9 

Enforce erosion control regulations to reduce sedimentation in floodplains 
resulting from development activities:-;_and_ 

Develop special setback requirements for structures located adjacent to 
floodplains that support sensitive or large watersheds as part of the land 
development regulations. 

No proposed changes. 

OBJECTIVE 4.9 - BIODIVERSITY 

Maintain and enhance plant and animal species diversity and distribution within Alachua County by 

protecting significant plant and wildlife habitats, providing for habitat corridors, and preventing 

habitat fragmentation. 

Policy 4.9.1 - 4.9.8. No proposed changes 

Policy 4.9.9 Wildlife habitat enhancement and management programs in urban areas shall be 
promoted through such techniques as designation of bird sanctuary areas where 
rookeries or other significant bird populations exist and landscaping schemes for 
stormwater detention and retention areas that maintain native vegetation and 
establish littoral zones which encourage wildlife usage. The land development 
regulations shall include landscaping requirements for new developments that seek 
to enhance natural habitat and diverse native plant communities. while also 
protecting water resources. 

Policy 4.9.10 - 4.9.12. No proposed changes. 
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OBJECTIVE 4.10 - STRATEGIC ECOSYSTEMS 

No proposed changes to this section. 

OBJECTIVE 4.11 -CHAMPION TREES AND LANDMARK LIVE OAKS 

No proposed changes to this section. 

5.0 HUMAN-RELATED RESOURCES 

OBJECTIVE 5.1 - ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AND CONSERVATION 

No proposed changes to this section. 

OBJECTIVE 5.2 -OPEN SPACE 

No proposed changes to this section. 

OBJECTIVE 5.3 - SCENIC QUALITY 

Return to Contents Page 

Protectthe natural resources and scenic quality of the community to preserve and cultivate a unique 

sense of place while maintaining economic well-being. 

Policy 5.3.1 Alachua County shall develop standards and incentives to protect, maintain, 
enhance, and improve the landscape and built environment. 

Policy 5.3.2 Infrastructure and utility structures, such as communication towers, personal 
wireless service facilities, radio and television antennas, water and sewer, and 
energy generation and distribution facilities shall be designed and located to 
minimize adverse visual impacts on the landscape and avian mortality. Public 
utilities shall be located underground to the maximum extent possible. The County 
shall coordinate with local municipalities and public utilities to implement this 
policy. 

Policy 5.3.3 All forms of outdoor advertising shall be designed and located to minimize adverse 
impacts on the visual quality of the built and natural environments. 

Policy 5.3.4 Landscaping of highways and community gateways shall incorporate native 
vegetation~ and .s.hallreflect themes of local history and culture where possible. Tree 
preservation and planting of low-maintenance native vegetation should be pursued 
along public rights-of-way throughout the County, with special focus on entranceway 
corridors. 

(a) The County shall promote and protect the visual characteristics of canopy 
roads through tree planting programs and tree maintenance practices, in 
cooperation other agencies and private landowners. 

(b) The County shall promote and protect the visual characteristics of wildflower 
areas through planting programs and maintenance practices, in cooperation 
with other agencies and private landowners. 

Policy 5.3.5 The County shall recognize and participate in voluntary programs for the 
beautification of public roadways, such as: 
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(a) 1-75, through participation on the 1-75 Corridor Council. 

(b) FDOT Florida Scenic highways, such as the citizen-initiated designation of a 
portion of SR 441 and spur road system. 

(c) The Traflsportatiofl Conservation and Open Space Element map series shall 
depict the FDOT designation of a portion of SR 441 in Alachua County and 
related county roads as the Scenic 441 Old Florida Heritage Highway. 

(d) Alachua County shall participate in the preservation and protection of the 
natural and cultural resources of the Scenic 441 Old Florida Heritage 
Highway by supporting the concepts described in the Scenic 441 Vision 
Statement, and by providing appropriate resources and support t6-the 
Corridor Maflagemeflt Couflcil for implementation of the Corridor 
Management Plan. 

(e) Gateway streets in conjunction with the City of Gainesville and other 
participating municipalities. 

Policy 5.3.6 The County shall enhance the value and beauty of bicycle and pedestrian routes by 
locating them to take advantage of scenic resources while maintainingthe ecological 
integrity of other conservation and preservation areas. 

Policy 5.3.7 Tl'le Couflty sl'lall require tl'lat The land development regulations shall provide for 
lighting standards which ensure that adverse impacts of outdoor lighting be are 
minimized in order to preserve tl'le ambiaflce afld quality of tl'le fligl'lttime sky afld 
reduce eflergy coflsumptiofl wl'lile allowiflg for public safety afld security conserve 
energy. avoid harmful effects on wildlife, and protect the night sky, while balancing 
the need for public safety. 

(a) The land development regulations shall be based on Tthe following 
coflServatiofl general principles, as advocated by organizations such as Dark 
Sky International and the Illuminating Engineering Society of North America 
sl'lall be required: 

(1) Direct light so it falls only where it is needed, in order to Mminimize offsite 
lighting impacts, iflcludiflg and reduce glare, light trespass, and light 
pollution. 

(2) Use lighting only where and when it is needed and at the lowest level 
necessary at tl'le appropriate iflteflsity, directiofl, afld times, to ensure 
light is not overused or impacting areas where it is not intended. 

(3) Use warmer-color lights where possible. 

fat.(4)_ Maximize energy and cost efficiency. 

(b) Tl'le Couflty sl'lall adopt lafld developmeflt regulatiofls for a comprel'leflsive 
set of outdoor ligl'ltiflg desigfl stafldards based Ofl coflservatiOfl priflciples. 

ftj.(_b)_ Land development regulations shall address the outdoor lighting of 
roadways, parking lots, advertisements, commercial, industrial, residential, 
municipal and recreational activities. 

fdt.(_c.)_ Current and planned municipal outdoor street lighting shall be evaluated 
and, where practicable, revised for consistency with coflservatiofl :the. 
principles listed above in (a). 
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fet.(d)_ The County shall seek the involvement of all of the local municipalities. 

Policy 5.3.8 Development shall avoid and minimize adverse environmental and visual impacts 
through innovative planning, design, and management practices in the context of the 
natural features of the landscape, such as topography, vegetative edges, and soil 
types. Built and natural features shall be harmonized to the greatest extent 
practicable. 

Policy 5.3.9 Alachua County shall identify and protect the scenic quality of the community 
through strategies identified in the Comprehensive Plan. land development 
regulations. special area plans, and other County ordinances or programs amt-a 
Community and Neighborhood Planning Program. Such pffift8 strategies sttatt may 
include: 

(a) Identificat ion of scenic resources, such as viewsheds and scenic corridors, 
which exhibit unique scenic, historic, architectural, and/or cultural qualities 
due to tree canopy, substantial wooded fringes, lakes, ponds, streams, 
wetlands, rocky outcrops, scenic vistas, wildlife populations, wildflowers 
and/or other appropriate features. 

(b) Identification of measures to preserve and enhance the visual, cultural and 
environmental quality of scenic resources, including development standards 
and incentives that may include: 

(1) Requirements that site plans and planning efforts address preservation 
and enhancement of the scenic beauty and visual heritage of the 
community through measures such as: 

a. Locating development in consideration of significant public 
viewsheds, e.g. off of hilltops and visually sensitive horizon lines. 

b. The siting, form, scale, and profile of multi-family and non-residential 
buildings to blend with and preserve the character of the community 
and natural landscape. 

c. Use of materials and methods of construction that are specific to the 
region, exhibiting a continuity of history and culture and compatibility 
with the climate to encourage the development of local character and 
community identity. 

(2) Standards for County-designated scenic corridors m.a.d.s_, including fil.!.C.h 
.as: 

a. Setbacks, limitations on removal of existing vegetation, additional 
restrictions on erection of signs for development adjacent to adopted 
scenic corridors, and modifications to scenic corridors, so as not to 
disrupt the canopy vegetation or the historical or natural character of 
the corridor. 

b. Development and implementation of management plans where_ 

needed to maintain each scenic corridor according to its unique 
attributes. 

c. Minimizing traffic impacts and the limiting driveway access to the 
scenic corridor. 

Alachua County Comprehensive Plan Proposed Evaluation & Appraisal Based Amendments 
May 7, 2026 - For State Agency Transmittal 

Conservation & Open Space Element 
Page COSE-22 

-104-



Return to Contents Page 

d. Prohibiting land use and zoning changes which change the character 
of designated scenic corridors. 

e. Scenic easements as a means of protecting scenic corridors in 
collaboration with landowners. 

(c) Provisions fer adoption in land development regulations of specific, objective 
design standards fer development en lands "oVithin the scope of each special 
area plan. 

OBJECTIVE 5.4 -VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 

Require and encourage public and private land clearing and landscaping practices that conserve, 

appropriately use, and protect native vegetation, including forests. 

Policy 5.4.1 - 5.4.5 No proposed changes. 

Policy 5.4.6 The County shall require the use of xeriscape resilient landscaping principles in the 
landscaping of new development projects to conserve water. The use of non-invasive 
alternatives to lawn grass as ground cover shall be encouraged. 

Policy 5.4.7 The County shall develop a program to utilize xeriscape resilient landscaping 
principles in conjunction with native plants and trees in public rights-of-way and 
other public lands, whenever practical, thereby conserving water, improving habitat 
for urban wildlife, conserving North Central Florida vegetation, and improving the 
county's aesthetic appeal and environmental quality. 

Policy 5.4.8 - 5.4.13 No proposed changes. 

OBJECTIVE 5.5 -AGRICULTURAL AND SILVICULTURAL PRACTICES 

No proposed changes to this section. 

OBJECTIVE 5.6 -WILDFIRE MITIGATION 

No proposed changes to this section. 

OBJECTIVE 5.7 - HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

No proposed changes to this section . 

.6.0 LAND CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

OBJECTIVE 6.1- PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

Establish and maintain a land conservation and management program for the purchase, 

preservation, and management of natural areas and open space to complement the regulatory 

approaches identified in other sections of this element. 
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Policy 6.1.1 A land conservation master plan shall be developed to detail the vision, goals, and 
organizational framework for a county-wide system of natural areas and trails for 
wildlife and people. 

Policy 6.1.2 The land conservation master plan shall identify the components of the land 
conservation program, including but not limited to: 
(a) The Alachua County Forever program. 

(b) E..arks.,_open space and greenways programs. 

(c) Coordination with other land acquisition and management programs. 

(d) Private donations and dedications. 

(e) Regulatory mechanisms. 

(f) Taxation policies, such as agricultural and conservation assessments. 

(g) Purchase of agricultural conservation easements and purchase of 
development rights for agricultural areas. 

Policy 6.1.3 The County shall coordinate the efforts of various components of the land 
conservation program in order to maximize opportunities to acquire lands for 
appropriate conservation and recreation purposes. 

Policy 6.1.4 The land conservation master plan shall include adoption of the "30x30" and "50x50" land 
conservation goals as countywide targets for land conservation. 

OBJECTIVE 6.2 - ALACHUA COUNTY FOREVER 

Implement the Alachua County Forever program. 

Policy 6.2.1 The County shall establish and maintain the Alachua County Forever program to 
acquire and manage environmentally significant lands for the protection of water 
resources, wildlife habitat, and natural areas suitable for resource-based recreation;_ 
and acquire agricultural conservation easements on agriculturally significant lands 
to protect water resources. support the local rural economy. contribute to local food 
security. and promote open, scenic space. 

Policy 6.2.2 Alachua Couflty Forever shall be fuflded for a miflimum of 20 years, as approved by 
voter referefldum Ofl November 7, 2000. Alachua County Forever shall be funded 
until December 2032 at minimum, through the local government infrastructure 
surtax known locally as Wild Spaces and Public Places, as approved by voters on 
November 8, 2022. 

Policy 6.2.3 The County shall continue funding the Alachua County Forever program through the 
current Wild Spaces and Public Places local government infrastructure surtax, and 
will consider pursuing renewal of the surtax for additional terms. The County shall 
also pursue other available funding opportunities to advance the purposes of the 
Alachua County Forever program. 

Policy 6.2 . .J..i The emphasis of Alachua County Forever program shall be to increase the acreage of 
environmentally and agriculturally significant lands managed in perpetuity for 
conservation and agricultural purposes. 

Policy 6.2.4.5. Lands shall be selected for acquisition under the Alachua County Forever program 
based on an evaluation of environmental, agricultural. social, and management 
criteria as adopted by the Alachua County Board of County Commissioners. 
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Policy 6.2.a.2 During the acquisition of environmentally significant lands, the County shall give 
priority to acquiring the optimal acreage needed to maintain the integrity of the 
natural plant communities or ecological units involved. 

Policy 6.2.eZ All acquisitions under the Alachua County Forever program shall be based on 
voluntary participation by a willing property owner. 

Policy 6.2.+ft Resource-based recreation may be considered on and adjacent to land acquired 
through Alachua County Forever provided the associated activities do not have 
significant adverse impacts on the ecological integrity or ecological or historical 
values of the resources in these areas. 

OBJECTIVE 6.3 - ECOLOGICALLY FUNCTIONAL LINKAGES 

No proposed changes to this section. 

OBJECTIVE 6.4 - OTHER ACQUISITION PROGRAMS 

Coordinate with other programs for the acquisition and management of natural areas and open 

space for recreational, open space and conservation purposes. 

Policy 6.4.1 The County shall seek to maximize the effectiveness of local revenue sources by 
using them to leverage funds available from federal, state, municipal, private~ non­
profit, amt Water Management District, and other conservation land acquisition 
programs, suen as Florida Forever, Florida Commuflities Trust (FCT), Coflservatiofl 
afld Reereatiofl Urnds (CARL), afld Save Our Rivers (SOR). 

Policy 6.4.2 The County shall provide support, in the form of information, coordination, 
assistance in obtaining grants, and other support activities to organizations and 
agencies that acquire and protect natural areas and open space for conservation, 
open space, and recreational purposes. 

Policy 6.4.3 The County shall pursue Florida Communities Trust funds, and support the 
municipalities in submitting applications, for acquisition projects that maximize 
environmental and social considerations, including but not limited to: 

(a) Preserving natural communities or listed species habitat. 

(b) Restoring or enhancing degraded natura l areas. 

( c) Protecting or enhancing water quality. 

(d) Enhancing greenways or recreational trails. 

(e) Providing appropriate access to natural areas, including water bodies. 

(f) Directing development to urban infill, redevelopment, or downtown 
revitalization areas. 

(g) Preserving historical, cultural or archaeological features. 

OBJECTIVE 6.5 -ACQUISITION TOOLBOX 

Encourage the use of multiple, diverse land acquisition strategies. 

Policy 6.5.1 The County shall use and promote a variety of tools for acquiring and protecting 
natural areas and open space. Acquisition tools shall include, at a minimum, fee 
simple purchase, conservation easements., including agricu ltural land easements. 
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conservation trusts, land donations and dedications, transfer or purchase of 
development rights, long-term leases, and tax incentives. 

Policy 6.5.2 - 6.5.6. No proposed changes. 

OBJECTIVE 6.6 - MANAGEMENT 

Improve the environmental stewardship of all preservation, conservation and recreation areas within 
Alachua County. 

Policy 6.6.1 The County shall provide public education on the benefits of natural systems 
functions to decrease the effects of human intrusion into areas designated for limited 
public access. 

Policy 6.6.2 The County shall take an active role in the development or review of management 
plans for preservation, conservation and recreation areas in Alachua County that are 
not owned by the County. 

Policy 6.6.3 The County shall continue to manage natural resources in County- owned 
preservation areas in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection, the Suwannee River and St. Johns River Water Management Districts, the 
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, local municipalities, and 
other agencies, as appropriate. 

Policy 6.6.4 Within one year of aceiuisition, tihe County shall develop site specific management 
plans for all preservation;- .and conservation and recreation lands owned, leased or 
purchased by the County. The County shall review these plans periodically, at least 
every three years, to ensure compliance with conservation objectives. 

Policy 6.6.5 The County shall restore and enhance degraded natural areas on County-owned 
preservation, conservation and recreation lands, including removal of invasive non­
native plants and animals, reforestation, re-establishment of burn regimes for fire­
adapted ecosystems, and restoration of shorelines and natural hydrology, as 
needed. 

Policy 6.6.6 The County shall manage and maintain County-owned preservation, conservation 
and recreation areas to ensure the ongoing conservation of desirable plants and 
animals and their associated ecosystems, and to control the invasion and spread of 
undesirable non-native plants and animals, including focused efforts on community 
cat management on lands adjacent to preservation and conservation areas through 
policy and action. 

Policy 6.6.7 Management techniques such as prescribed burning and mechanical removal shall 
be used in County-owned preservation, conservation and recreation areas where 
necessary and appropriate for ecological reasons or fuel reduction. 

Policy 6.6.8 Where consistent with natural resources protection, the County may provide public 
access to preservation and conservation areas, including water bodies. A hierarchy 
will be established to determine the appropriate type of access, with special 
attention given to environmentally sensitive design, location and construction. 

Policy 6.6.9 Multiple use opportunities, including resource-based recreation, shall be considered 
in County-owned preservation and conservation areas where consistent with 
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conservation of wildlife habitat, watershed protection, erosion control, maintenance 
or enhancement of water quality, and aquifer recharge protection. 

Policy 6.6.10 The County shall manage, and support stewardship strategies that maximize 
biodiversity at the species, natural community, and landscape levels. 

Policy 6.6.11 The County shall provide continued funding for ongoing operation and maintenance 
costs associated with County-owned lands. 

7.0 GREENWAYS MASTER PLAN 

OBJECTIVE 7.1 - Greenways Master Plan. No proposed changes to this section. 
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Conservation And Open Space Element Definitions 

Critical Listed Species Habitat (also called essential habitat): The specific areas that contain 
biological or physical features upon which a listed species depends. These include recently 
documented feeding, breeding, nesting, or repetitive use areas. 

Documented [adapted from 9J·2.04'1]: The existence of a scientifically credible occurrence record 
for a listed species, inc luding surveys, scientific publications, or other information from a developer 
or landowner, local, regional, state or federal agencies. 

EPA Identified Toxic Pollutants. The 188 toxie air pollutaflts listed ifl the 1990 afl"lefldfl"leflts to the 
Federal Clea fl Air Act that the Uflited States Emtirnflfl"lefltal Prntectiofl Ageflcy is required to cofltrnl. 

Hydro period: Period oftifl"le afld frequefley ifl whieh soils, ·water bodies, afld sites are wet. Number 
of days per year that an area of land is wet or the length of time that there is standing water at a 
location. 

Karst Topography: The relief of afl area Uflderlaifl by lifl"lestofle that dissolves ifl differiflg degrees, 
thus forfl"liflg flUfl"lernus depressiofls or sfl"lall basifls. Land su rface produced by water dissolving 
the bedrock and is characterized by sinkholes. cavern systems and springs. 

Prescribed Burn: The controlled application of fire to naturally occurring vegetative fuels, under 
specified environmental conditions and following appropriate precautionary measures, to achieve 
specific objectives, such as ecosystem restoration, brush contro l or reduction of fuel hazards. 

Xeriseape Resilient Landscaping: Landscape methods that conserve water and protect the 
environment through the use of native, drought-tolerant plants and planting techniques. The St. 
Johfls River \Nater MaF1agefl"leflt District provides sevefl xeriscape priflciples ·which fl"lay be 
referefleed at. http://sjr.state.fl.us/ifldex8.htfl"ll~ 
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#32 

Central 
Florida 
Regional 
Planning 
Council 

Serving Alachua 

Bradford • Columbia 

Dixie • Gilchrist • Hamilton 

Lafayette • Levy • Madison 

Suwannee • Taylor • Union Counties 

• ...;# / .. 2009 NW 67th Place, Gainesville, FL 32653 -1 603 • 352. 955. 2200 

REGIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND RESPONSE 

Date: 5/28/26 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

#32 - City of Lake Butler - Community Development Block Grant - #26DB-Nl 0 
Neighborhood Revitalization - Environmental Review 

TO: Kimberly Hayes, City Manager 
City of Lake Butler 
200 Southwest I st Street 
Lake Butler, FL 32054-2016 

XC: Fred D. Fox, President 
Fred Fox Enterprises 
P.O. Box 840338 
St. Augustine, FL 32080-0338 

COMMENTS ATTACHED 

_X_ NO COMMENTS REGARDING THIS PROJECT 

IF YOU HA VE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THESE COMMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT 
SCOTT KOONS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT THE NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL 
PLANNING COUNCIL AT 352.339.2489. 

v:\chouse\staft\cdbg\memos\fy25\memo _ fy2 5 _ lake butler_ er.docx 

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region's citizens, 
by enhancing public safety, protecting regional resources, 

promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments. 
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Project Narrative - G-2 

Form SC-60 
February, 2018 

Describe the proposed project using the guidelines in the instructions. Specific directions for Commercial Revitalization and Economic Development 
application narratives can be found in the instructions. Use additional pages as needed. 

Service Area #1 Sewer Line Replacement Service Area: 

Service Area Ill includes all the occupied residential properties who are connected to the City of Lake Butler's sanitary sewer system and whose 
effluent flows to the City's wastewater treatment facility. 

03J Sewer Line Replacement Activity - The City's existing wastewater collection and treatment system Includes parallel 6-inch cast iron (installed in 
1913) and 8-inch PVC (installed in 1998) force mains that are severely undersized, deteriorating, and insufficient to handle the current and projected 
wastewater flow demands. These aging pipelines flow between the master pump station and the wastewater treatment plant. These aging pipelines 
are no longer reliable and pose significant risks of sanitary sewer overflows, public health hazards, and frequent, costly emergency repairs. 

The activity proposed In this application in Service Area #1 is to install approximately 15,000 LF of new 10" and 12" wastewater force main between 
the City's new master pump station to the new advanced wastewater treatment facility. The proposed new sanitary sewer force main will run 
through a utility easement extending along SW 1581

1< Road, along the City's sewer treatment plant sprayfield property, and through another utility 
easement along 6th Avenue. 

The beneficiaries for the activities proposed in this service area are those people that are served by the City's wstewater collection system and 
wastewater treatment facility. currently 761 occupied households are located in Service Area #1. These 761 households contain 1,785 people. 703 
of the people living in the households in the service area, or 39.38% are VLI; 1,286 of the people living in the households in the service area, or 
72.04% are LMI and 499 of the people living in the households in the service area, or 27.96% have household incomes which are above the LMI 
income limits. Thus, National Objective #1, Benefit to Low Moderate-Income Persons is realized by the activities being carried out in this service area. 

Activity Number and Name CDBG Budget 
03J - Sewer Line Replacement $2,550,000.00 

11 

Local Match 
For Points 

$ 0.00 
LM1% Benefit 

At Least 51% 

73C-23.0030, FAC 
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Project Narrative - G-2 (continued) 

The sources and uses of funds for the project are as follows: 

ACTIVITY CDBG COST CITY MATCH CLAIMED 
FOR POINTS 

03J · Sewer Line Replacement $2,550,000.00 $ o.oo 
03J - Engineering $ 73,800.00 $ 25,000.00 

21A ·Administration $ 204,000.00 $ o.oo 
Total $2,827,800.00 $ 25,000.00 

TOTAL 

$2,550,000,00 
$ 98,800.00 
$ 204,000.00 
$2,852,800.00 

Form SC-60 
February, 2018 

The City of Lake Butler is committing twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) as leverage for the project . All of the $25,000.00 in leverage will be 
counted for points In the application and will be used towards engineering as local match in this application, 

The City of Lake Butler anticipates it will take approximately thirty-six (36) months for the Project to be complete including the environmental review, 
bidding, construction, and grant closeout. 

The City anticipates some of the flood and drainage improvements may be located in a floodplain and/or wetland. Without the assistance of CDBG 
funding requested in this application, the City of Lake Butler would not be able complete the work on the Project proposed in this application. 

12 73C-23.0030, FAC 
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City of Lake Butler 
CDBG FY 2023-2024 
Jurisdiction/Service Are~a Map 
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#33 
Serving Alachua 

Bradford • Columbia 

Dixie • Gilchrist • Hamilton 

Lafayette • Levy • Madison 

Suwannee • Taylor • Union Counties 

Central 
Florida 
Regional 
Planning 
Council 2009 NW 67th Piece, Gainesville, FL 32653 -1 603 • 352. 955. 2200 

REGIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND RESPONSE 

Date: 5/28/26 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

#33 - Town of Cross City - Community Development Block Grant- Disaster Recovery (DR) MS038-
Environmental Review 

TO: John Driggers Jr., City Manager 
Town of Cross City 
P.O. Box 417 
Cross City, FL 32628-0417 

Locklear & Associates, Inc. 
4140 No1thwest 37th Place, Suite A 
Gainesville, FL 32606-8153 

COMMENTS ATTACHED 

X NO COMMENTS REGARDING THIS PROJECT 

IF YOU HA VE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THESE COMMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT 
SCOTT KOONS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AT THE NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL 
PLANNING COUNCIL AT 352.339.2489. 

v :\chouse\staff\cdbg\memos\other\memo _ cdbg-dr _ crosscity _er _ms03 8 .docx 

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region's citizens, 
by enhancing public safety, protecting regional resources, 

promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments. 
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This email is a solicitation to potential consulting parties for the Town of Cross City, CDBG-DR 
Wastewater System Improvements; MS038. 

·Response Requested By: June 30, 2026 

COUNTY: Dixie 

MUNICIPALITY: Town of Cross City 

PROJECT NAME: CDBG-DRMS038 - Wastewater System Improvements. 

PROJECT CONTACT: John Driggers, City Manager, (352)498-3306; 
citymanager@townofcrosscity.com 

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is considering providing 
fmancial support through the Section 202 Elderly Housing Program for the following project: 

A project description and project map is attached. 

HUD is identifying organizations with an interest in the project and its potential to affect historic 
properties. The purpose of this letter is to find out whether you wish to become a consulting 
party for this project. Consulting parties have certain rights and obligations under the National 
Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36 CPR Part 800. The review 
process, known as Section 106 review, is described at https://www.onecpd.info/environmental­
review/historic-preservation/ and at http ://www.achp.gov I citizens guide.html 

By becoming a consulting party, you will be actively informed of steps in the Section 106 
process, including public meetings, and your views will be actively sought. If you would like to 
request consulting party status on this project, please contact John Driggers, City Manager, 
(352)498-3306; citymanager@townofcrosscity.com 

In order to become a consulting party, you must respond by June 30, 2026 to request consulting 
party status. If you do not respond within this time frame, you may request consulting party 
status in the future; however, the project may advance without your input and you won't have an 
opportunity to comment on the current steps. If you are requesting consulting party status, we do 
ask that your organization nominate one representative and an alternate to participate on behalf 
of the group. People may also participate in the Section 106 process as members of the public. 
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TOCC CDBG-DR MS038 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The Town of Cross City has been awarded $32,062,208.00 of CDBG-DR funding for the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (WWTP) Replacement and Inflow and Infiltration (l&I) Project. During the 2023-
2024 Storms the WWTP and Collection system sustained significant damage which exposed critical 
vulnerabilities in the Town's wastewater infrastructure. Power loss and service interruptions to the 
WWTP disrupted operations for over four days of prolonged outages which resulted in backups, unsafe 
conditions, and increased operations costs. The town also experienced saltwater intrusion and equipment 
damage which created corrosive exposure and damaged pumps, motors, and electrical components, which 
accelerated the deterioration of critical equipment. Debris carried into the system which further clogged 
tanks and treatment processes, which forced emergency cleanouts. While the heavy rainfall significantly 
increased l&I into the wastewater system, which overwhelmed the plants capacity and created 
operations inefficiencies with the Town's grinder pumps and meters. 
The Town will replace the Town's storm-damaged WWTP with a modern, resilient facility and 
rehabilitate the sewer collection system to reduce 1&1. The project will be completed in two integrated 
components: 
1. 1&1 Mitigation and Collection System Improvements - Systemwide rehabilitation and targeted 
expansion of sewer mains, manholes, service laterals, lift stations (pump stations), vacuum stations, 
and associated force mains, as applicable, to eliminate excess infiltration and inflow (1&1) that 
overwhelms the collection system during heavy rainfall events. Improvements may include pipe 
lining or replacement, manhole rehabilitation, lateral repairs, pump station upgrades, and related 
appurtenances to restore structural integrity and hydraulic capacity. These enhancements will 
improve system reliability and resiliency, reduce groundwater intrusion and wastewater exfiltration, 
minimize sanitary sewer overflows, and provide long-term protection of the underlying aquifer. 
2. WWTP Replacement- Construction of a new, hurricane-hardened wastewater treatment facility 
off of Highway 19, outside of flood-prone areas, designed to withstand storm surge, wind, and 
power disruptions which will include the following resiliency features: elevated electrical 
components, backup power .generation, and reinforced structures to help. 
The Town of Cross City is designated as a fiscally constrained community and is unable is unable to 
finance these endeavors without the assistance of CD BG-DR funds. FDEP Appropriation in the 
amount of $350,000 will be utilized as leverage funding for activities within the Project Design. 
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Cross City Wastewater Treatment Plant Benefitting Area Map 
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BENEFITIING AREA DESCRIPTION: 
The benefiting area for this project is the Town limits of Cross City 
(Place data). While some sanitary sewer infrastructure exists outside 
of the town limits to serve the airport and Dixie County EOC (both east 
of town), the majority of the beneficiaries reside inside the city limits. 
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#34 
Serving Alachua 

Bradford • Columbia 

Dixie • Gilchrist • Hamilton 

Lafayette • Levy • Madison 

Suwannee • Taylor • Union Counties 

Central 
Florida 
Regional 
Planning 
Council 2009 NW 67th Place, Gainesville, FL 32653 -1 603 • 352. 955. 2200 

REGIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND RESPONSE 

Date: 5/28/26 

PROJECT DESCRJPTION 

#34 - Town of Cross City - Community Development Block Grant - Disaster Recovery (DR) MS046-
Environmental Review 

TO: John Driggers Jr., City Manager 
Town of Cross City 
P.O. Box 417 
Cross City, FL 32628-041 7 

Locklear & Associates, Inc. 
4140 No11hwest 37th Place, Suite A 
Gainesville, FL 32606-8153 

COMMENTS ATTACHED 

___.K_ NO COMMENTS REGARDING THIS PROJECT 

IF YOU HA VE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THESE COMMENTS, PLEASE CONTACT 
SCOTT KOONS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AT THE NORTH CENTRAL FLORIDA REGIONAL 
PLANNING COUNCIL AT 352.339.2489. 

v :\chouse\staff\cdbg\memos\other\memo _ cdbg-dr _ crosscity _er_ ms046.docx 

Dedicated to improving the quality of life of the Region's citizens, 
by enhancing public safety, protecting regional resources, 

promoting economic development and providing technical services to local governments. 
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This email is a solicitation to potential consulting parties for the Town of Cross City, CD BG-DR 
Stormwater Improvement Project; MS046. " 

Response Requested By: June 30, 2026 

COUNTY: Dixie 

MUNICIPALITY: Town of Cross City 

PROJECT NAME: CDBG-DR MS046- Stormwater Improvement Project. 

PROJECT CONTACT: John Driggers, City Manager, (352)498-3306; 
citymanager@townofcrosscity.com 

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is considering providing 
financial support through the Section 202 Elderly Housing Program for the following project: 

A project description and project map is attached. 

HUD is identifying organizations with an interest in the project and its potential to affect historic 
properties. The purpose of this letter is to find out whether you wish to become a consulting 
party for this project. Consulting parties have certain rights and obligations under the National 
Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations at 36 CFR Part 800. The review 
process, known as Section 106 review, is described at https://www.onecpd.info/environmental­
review/historic-preservation/ and at http://www.achp.gov/citizensguide.html 

By becoming a consulting party, you will be actively informed of steps in the Section 106 
process, including public meetings, and your views will be actively sought. If you would like to 
request consulting party status on this project, please contact John Driggers, City Manager, 
(352)498-3306; citymanaget@townofcrosscity.com 

In order to become a consulting party, you must respond by June 30, 2026 to request consulting 
party status. If you do not respond within this time frame, you may request consulting party 
status in the future; however, the project may advance without your input and you won't have an 
opportunity to comment on the current steps. If you are requesting consulting party status, we do 
ask that your organization nominate one representative and an alternate to participate on behalf 
of the group. People may also participate in the Section 106 process as members of the public. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

TOWN OF CROSS CITY, FL 

CDBG-DR Project# MS046 

Stormwater Drainage Phase II 

Initialization: April 2026 

The proposed project represents Phase 2 of stormwater improvements to the Northeast section 

of Cross City, extending from NE 137th Avenue to NE 147th Avenue, below NE 203rd Ave. This 

project will include the installation of curb and gutter, inlets and piping as a part of the 

stormwater improvement. Major components of the project include as-builts, mobilization, 

maintenance of traffic, sediment and erosion control measures (sediment barriers), clearing and 

grubbing, elliptical pipe culverts with sizes 18, 24, and 36 inches, curb inlet (Type 9) inlet 

bottom, elliptical mitered end sections with sizes 18 and 36 inches, regular excavation, base 

construction (Base Group 06), paving with Superpave Asphaltic Concr.ete (Traffic C, PG76-22), 

turnout construction base for driveways and roadways, concrete curb and gutter (Type F), 

removal of existing concrete, painted pavement markings, Survey, Geotech, and permitting. 
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